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The 1998 Sonoma County Agricultural Crop Report shows how dependent agricultural
production value is on the weather. Our production value of $453.5 million is a decrease of
10.5% when compared to last year's record. The drop can be related to our visitor from the
South, El Nino.

This year our cover, and a portion of the report, honors the Sonoma County Horse Industry.
Agriculture in Sonoma County is made up of many segments. The Sonoma County Horse
Council and Sonoma State University combined their efforts to produce new information on the
true value and importance of horses to the Sonoma County economy and agriculture.

The biggest drop in production value in 1998 was seen in fruit and nut crops. A decrease
of almost $70 million was seen in this category, with $66 million being attributed to a grape
crop that was 54,000 tons less than the previous year. The very wet spring took its toll on the
ability of fruit and nut trees to set a crop. Apples, pears, prunes and walnuts all had decreased
production. The apple crop value was down $3.2 million.

Livestock, Poultry and Aquaculture and Livestock and Poultry Products increased in value
by $10 million and $9 million respectively. Greater numbers of cattle went to market, while
sheep and hogs decreased. Chicken fryers and roasters accounted for a large portion of the
increase. Market milk value increased by close to $13 million as higher prices were received
in 1998.

Nursery value remained stable on the strength of continying demand for grape vines.
Vegetable Crops and Field Crops were also affected adversely by the over abundance of rain.
Vegetables were down $3.4 million. More honey production was reported in 1998 as Apiary
value increased by $23,000.

We have stepped up our efforts to determine accurate wine grape acreage and are reporting
4,681 more acres than in 1997. We regret that our page on commercial fish catch landings
at Bodega Bay is not included this year as we had not received that information by press time.

Although the 1998 agricultural production was affected adversely by the vagaries of
weather, the total value is still a significant contribution to the Sonoma County economy.
Thanks to all the growers and others who provide information for this report and by doing so
support their entire industry. Bonnie Sallee has once again made a supreme effort in drawing
together all the elements of this report. We must remind the reader that in no way does this
report reflect the profit or loss experienced by individual growers.

pectfully submitted,

hn Westoby

i
bQricultural Commissioner/Sealer

2604 VENTURA AVENUE, RooMm 101 e SanTa Rosa, CA 95403-2810 e Puone (707) 565-2371  Fax (707) 565-3850




Sovoma Counry Horse Ivpusiry

Helping to Keep Sonoma County Green While Corztri!mting to the Economy

7-;1'8 report is dedicated to the horse fnJustry 0}[ Sonoma Counfy. This past year the
Sonoma County Horse Council (SCHC), with assistance ](rom the Board 0}[ Supervisors,

spansorec] a Sonoma State Urzfuersfty survey to expiore the economic impact equine culture

provia’es to Sonoma County Agrfculture.

SCHC endeavors to r'n](orm and promote equestrian resources in the community. Itis
active]y involved in the Santa Rosa ]urrior Co”ege’s Horse Managemer;f, Certiﬁcaﬁon
Program and is /oo]eing ](orwarc] to an equestrian )(aci/iiy at SR]C’S Shone Farm.
Educational programs have been initiated and orchestrated l)y the Council. SCHC strives
to educate the horse community in health and sa)(efy issues and proper environmental
practices. Its committee has been eﬂecﬁve n respom:]fng to the Water Quality Control
Board and the Department oj[Fis}l and Game on all comp/aints as part 0]( the Animal Waste

Committee.

E coturism and endeavors are promoh_aa’ to assist the horse fnaiustry in promoting horse
events such as: group trail ria’es; po/o,' racing; Lreeaiing,' roc]eos; horse s]’zows; ex}’zf'[)fﬁons;

auctions; pfeasure rr'cJ:'ng and horse rental facf/ftfes.

preliminary resu/ts, of.tlte survey ](urnisiiea] Iay the Institute _)[or Commum't_y P/anm'ng
Assistance at Sonoma State University, is seen on page three: These results show that the
horse inc]ustfy adds millions of«fo]]ar:e to the Sonoma County economy and lzelps to Iaeep our
counb‘ysic]e green and rural. The fina/ report ]from Sonoma State University is due out later
this spring.

SCHC would fike to thank all the horse owners who responaiea’ to f]'ze c[etaf'/eal survey and
a/] fke uo]unfeers wlw parﬁcfpatecj n tlze census anc] survey. A specia] fi‘tcm]e you goes to t;ze
Wakers Fami]y o]( Vine Hill Ranch in Sel)astopo/ for the pllotograp]'l 0)[ their horse Cavonnier,

which graces the center 0)[ t}u's crop report cover, The pltofograpk was taken at Santa Anita
Park l)y Benoit Photo.

7—;12 horse industry ]fteips to Ieeep Jand in agricuitura/ use which contributes to the excellent
qua]ity of]rf:z we all enjoy and to ... KEEPING SONOMA COUNTY GREEN.




SonoMA €County IHoRrsE INDUSTRY

The ﬁgures ﬁJr this report are )(umis’ted by the

Institute )(or Community P]anm'ng Assistance at Sonoma State University.

IHorse €Census®

Back Yard Boarded Total
10,991 2,707 13,758
INcoMmEe IRePORTED IN QOO
Includes racing prizes, Value ofhorse associated Value of!mrses reportea’ l)y Total reported value and
breeding, foal crop improvements and respondents income
and training equipment
$768 500 $16,503,575 $9,548,000 $30,2608,379

DoLArs SPENT IN SonomA County IN TOOO*

$3,358,304

Clothing $166,265 Saddles and Tack $377,660
Show Fees $160,080 Show Related Fxpenses $577,630
B s $617580 | Breeding Fees $130,010
Training Fees/Commissions $403,860 Employee Salaries/Benefits $225,160
Shoeeing $302,801 Veterinarians $312,030
Rented Pastures $84,135 Artificial Insemination $18225
Breaking Fees $ 62,750 Bedding 802,171

* The above )cigures are based on the response 0]( 350 households to a mail.in survey conducted at the
l?eginnfng 0)[ 1008. The surveys were mailed to 784 households chosen )[rom maiiing lists f;'om various

horse associations in Sonoma C’ouniy.




k £ ¢ AP I

rubLkA

Il © N

1007 1000
APIARY 4 03,700 ¢ 116,500
IriELD €ROPS $ 7,880,400 ¢ 7,087,200
Iruit AND NuT €CRrOPS $ 308,244,300 ¢ 238,353,300
bLiveSIOCK., IPOULIRY AND AQUACULIURE ¢ 42,736,200 $ 52,022,400
lvesiock AND IPoutiry IPRODUCTS $ 08,064,600 § 107,093,100
Nursery IPrODUCTS $ 27,427,000 $ 27,836,400
VEGHIABLE (CROPS $ 21,774,000 $ 18,325,700
Toial ¢ 507,120,200 § 453,534,600

(92.6%)

Fruit and Nut
CRrops ’ :

Livestock, Pouliry
and Aquaculture

(11.7%)

Livestock and Pouliry  (23.8%)

Producrs

W+

A FiEId Crops
= (1.8%)
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Vegetables
(6.1%)

~ Nursery Products




IFrRuiT AND NUT €CROP SUMMARY
8
o A 6 DoLLAR VALUE
0 W 0\‘@“
Crop Year ‘b"’o‘ ‘&0"‘ ‘Qf} $/ Ton. Total
Apples (all) 1008 4,144 0.17 37006 ¢ 155.62 $ 5,012,800
1007 4,458 1147 51,136 § 178.67 $ 0,136,400
[
Fresh 1008 $ 403,103
1007 $ 1,142,704
Processed (a) 1008 $ 5410053
1007 $ 7,003,041
|
Grapes (wine) 1008 35,334 327 133,258 ¢ 1,730.09 $ 231,828,000
1007 34,121 550 187,674 ¢ 1,588.064 $ 208,147,300
Pears, Bartlett (b) 1008 006 0.89 g 151300 # 1,700
1007 Q0 1.88 180 $ 230.67 ] 42,600
|
Prunes (c) 1008 377 1.32 400 $ 510.28 $ 253,100
1007 491 1.06 521 $ 803.47 $ 465,500
[
Walnuts 1008 210 013 20 ¢ 1,078.53 $ 30,000
1007 2060 0.34 80 $ 120020 $ 107,800
| .
Mise. (d) 1008 ] 326,800
1007 $ 344,700
TOTAL 1008 $  238353,300|
1007 $ 308,244,300
(a) Includes canned‘, juice/cider, vinegar and dried
(b) Includes ﬁesh. The figures for processed’ were not available as a)(press time
(c) Dry tons
ﬁ) Includes cf'zerrr'es, Imsi’:-l)erries, leiwi, black wafnuts, pfums, Asian pears,
Dol strawberries, figs, chestnuts, olives, ete.
ollars

350,000,000

Irruim Anp Nut €Cror Ten TEAR SUMMARY

300,000,000

250,000,000
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100,000,000 ' ' L , ! . ‘ l .
1089 1990 1901 1002 1003 1004 1905 1900 19007 1008
APIARY FPRrRoODUCTS
TOTAL VALUE 1008 Includes Honey, Wax and Pollenation $116,500
1997 $ 03,700
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LivESTOCK, POULTRY AND AQUACULTURE

Numb Total
”:(er rse DoiLiar  VALUE

[tem Year Head Weigizt Unit $/Unit | Total
Caﬁ/e/Ca]ves 1008 5],414 208, 609 cwt $ 57.04 # 17,211,700

1007 45,181 265,027 cwt $ 54.01 ¢ 14,473,700
Sheep/Lambs 1998 8,062 0,670 cuwt $ 0057 # 673,300

1007 11,758 12,609 cuwt $ 80.52 # 1,022,500
Hogs 1008 2,578 0,158 cwt $ 32.01 # 200,800

1097 2,010 6,238 cwt ¢ 5149 # 321,200
Miscellancous (a) 1008 $ 34,836,600

1007 ¢ 26018800
TOTAL 1008 $ 52,022,400

1907 § 42,736,200

(a)

Includes chic]es, a’uc]es, tur]eey pau/ts, f;'yers, roasters, she]b(isi‘t, turkeys, ete.

Livistock axo PouLiry PrRODUCTS

DoriLaAr VALUE

Item Year  Production Unit $/Um't Total
Milk 1008 6,061,344 (b) cwt g 1571 $ 05223700
([\/Iar}aet) 1007 6,235,778 cwt ¢ 1324 $ 82,501,700
Milk 1008 38,751 cwt $ 14.60 $ 565,800
(Man ufacturing) 1907 84,249 cwt P 11.62 ¢ Q70,000
Wool 1998 09,589 b. $§ 045 $ 44,900

1007 116,404 b, $ 0.65 $ 75,700
Mise. Products (c) 1008 $ 12,158,700

1007 $ 15,348,200
TOTAL 1008 ¢ 107,003,100

1007 $  08004,0600

(lv) Pre/iminary

(c)

Includes market duck eggs, turéey ]mtc;ling eggs, chicken eggs j(or consumption,

egg bl'-products anargoat milk.




livestocks, IPoutiry AND AQUACULTURE =~ A TEN ZEAR €COMPARISON

Dotiars

55,000,000

50,000,000

45,000,000

P

40,000,000 /

1 1 1 1 1 1 | |

1 1

35,000,000

1080 1000 1001 1992 1003 1004 1005 10006 1007 1008

N\ U

RSERY FRoODUCTS

Uni Doiriar VAaLue
nits
[tem Year Sold Unit $/Um't Total
Grapevines (aﬂ) 1008 # 8,153,700
(a) 1907 # 6,500,000
1
Ornamentals 1008 063,003 p/unt ) (l)} # 5.70 $ 5,578,300
| 1907 1,345,363 p/ant (lu) "¢ 5.05 $ 6,703,200
[
Bea'a'r'ng Plants 1008 173,002 ﬂat # 13.63 $ 2,358,500
1007 322,843 ﬂat $ 11.82 $ 3,816,700
1
Cut Flowers 1008 $ 2,601,300
1907 ¢ 2,661,000
I
Christmas Trees 1998 15,884 each $ 2845 ¢ 451,000
1007 13,888 each $ 27.00 $ 387,500
[
Mise. Products (c) 1008 # 8,702,700
1097 $ 7,207,100
TOTAL 1008 $ 27,836,400
1007 $ 27,427,000

(a) Includes fr'efd' grown nomgmftea’,cuﬁr'ngs, bench grafts anc{green}muse propagations
) Average unit price includes all type trade containers
(c) Includes deciduous ﬁuit and nut trees, !:u/[ws, ](orest seed’ings, house pfarzts,

I'iners, orcfiiars, cacti, herbaceous perenniajs, d’ry ﬂowers, furfana’ wreaths.
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Fitetp CROPS

Harvested Ton/ Total Doriar VALuE
Crop Year Acreage Acre Tons Unit $/Unit Total
Hay, Oat 1008 0,705 2.33 15,640 ton ¢ 7882 $ 1,233,300
1007 0,800 1.78 17,504 ton $ 07.02 g 1,706,000|
Hay, Volunteer 1008 2,470 2.02 6,403 ton § 52.70 $ 340, 600
1007 1,430 1.83 2,616 ton $ 7605 ¢ 200,500
[
Green Cllwp (a) 1008 Q17 11.82 10842 ton $ 28.03 $ 313,700
1007 530 0.40 3,484 ton § 24256 $ 84,500
I
Oats, Grain 1908 1,245 0.77 054 ton $ 206027 # 248,300
1007 1,387 0.78 1,004 ton § 37075 $ 403,000
\
Ensifage, Corn (a) 1908 204 20.87 7,000 ton $ 4083 $ 322,000
1007 214 20.56 4,400 ton $ 47.34 # 208,300
[
Oats, Si]age (a) 1008 4,388 11.73 51,453 ton $ 3583 g 1,843,600
1007 4,228 Q.14 38,651 ton $ 4233 $ 1,636,100
|
Hops (b) 1008 128 b $ 447 # 600
1007 133 b $ 447 $ 000
: I
Straw 1 908 8 1 5, 050
’ 1997 $ 02,200
[
Pasture, | rrigateJ 1008 0,450 acre $ 100.00 # 045,000
1097 0.500 acre $ 100.00 $ 050,000
I
Grassland 1008 200,400 acre ¢ 10.00 $ 2,004,000
1007 200,425 acre $ 10.00 $ 2,004,300
[
Woodland 1908 172.750 acre § . 1.00 $ 172,750
1097 172,800 . acre $ 1.00 $ 172,800
J \
Miscellaneous (c) 1008 ' 487,700
1007 300,000
TOTAL 19098 ¢ 7,087,200
1007 $ 7,881,000

(a) Much aftlzc green c.lxop and ensi]age is not sold, but used on the farm. The value is
determined ]Jy its feea’ equiva’ent a)[lzay aﬁer it is cut, loaded and ensiled.
{[J) This includes Mt. Hood’, Tetnanger, W?ﬂamette, Cascade and miscellaneous varieties.
g
(c) Includes alya]](a, Larfey, safﬂawer, wlleai, rye, vetch, sua’an, ete.

VEGETABLE €CROPS

Harvested Dollar
Crop Year Acreage Value
Miscellaneous Truck 1,008 1,334 $ 18,325 700
farms (d) 1,007 1,507 $ 21,774,000

(dD Includes melons, mushrooms, potatoes, pumpkins, sprouts, squasﬁz, tomatoes,

I’ettuces, etc.

O




10

11

12

14

15

MiLttioN DoLLAR

\W/INE GRAPES

MNARKET /XNiLK

M\isc.. bvestock, IPOULIRY AND  AQUACULIURE
\V/EGETABLES

M\isc. kvestock AND  IPouLiry  IPRODUCTS
CAMLE AND  €CALVES

(ORAPEVINES

M\isc.. Nursery FProDUCTS

NIURSERY = €ORNAMENTALS

APPLES ~ IATE WARIETIES

NURSERY ~ €Ut IFLOWERS

NURSERY =~ IBEDDING IPLANTS

OA1 NiAce

©Oar Hay

APPLES =~ (SRAVENSTEINS

CRrOPS

231,828,000
056,223,700
26,018,800

18,325,700

15,348,200
14,473,700
8,i53, 600
7,207,100
5,578,300
4,707,500
2,501,300
2,358,500
1,843,600
l1,233, 300

1,205,300




WHiTE WINE GRAPE IPRODUCTION
ACRES Frobuciion
NON- DOLLAR TOTAL
VARIETY YEAR |BEARING BEARING  TOTAL|| TONS  PER TON VALUE
Chardonnay 4898 | 12930 2207 14337|| 502965 % 1749208 87923400
1997 12,277 1381 13658| | 71456 $ 164660 $ 117,660,100
Chenin Blanc 1998 | 136 0 136 601 § 60432 § 363,000
1997 211 0 211 1,182 $§ 59652 $ 705,200
French Colombard 1998 279 0 279 1,417 $ 54144 $ 767,000
1997 321 0 321 2531 $ 53253 $ 1,347,800
Gewurztraminer 1998 e 468 $ 107054 % 501,400
1997 572 7 279 1,312 $  988.03 $ 1,296,000
Muscat Blanc 1998 38 g 38 97 $ 155292° % 150,800
1997 29 1 30 142 $ 142887 $ 203,500
PinotBlanc 1998 121 i 275 $§ 127567 $ 350,600
1997 121 2 123 438 $ 1,12055 $ 490,700
Sauvignon Blanc 1998 1,403 403  1806|| 7496 $ 1716860 $ 8,759,900
1997 1,384 231 1,615 9609 $ 107419 $ 10,322,300
Semillion 1998 142 .25 168 633§ 115312 % 720800
1997 132 22 154 829 $ 110435 § 915,400
Viognier 1998 107 19 126 171 $ 190421 § 324,900
1997 73 50 123 377 $ 154199 § 581,500
White Riesling 1998 15 1 116 375 § 103249 § 387,200
1997 161 4 165 509 $  904.33 §$ 915,400
Other Whites 1998 | 162 482 44 495 § 101516 $ 545,700
1997 $ 88862 $ 694,100
TOTAL WHITES 3148 18035 | 62292 $ 161825 $ 100,803,500
1997 15,080 1,848 16,928/ | 89,167 $ 151550 $ 135,132,000

200,000

,000

100,000

50,000

1989

- ToraL TonNAGE OF WINE G RAPES
1000 ~ 10600

1990

1991

19972

B

1998

10




Ikep WINE

GRAPE

IPRODUCTION

ACRES

NON-

FrobucrtioNn

DOLLAR

102304

TOTAL

1,784.36

195042 8 47
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AM781 8
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1,075.64 $
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33'998 200
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90 5 167267
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2,028,600
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Zinfandel 1

1,628.41

172458 §

2 060 400

OtherReds 18

1,445.68

. 60‘;30&

1,544 .35

2,239,000

| 1,654.87

163,015,300

" 44681

733,255
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231,828,000

40,001

187,674
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APPLE PRODUCTION
(=]

&@ f | DovriaAr VAaLUE

Crop Year < A0 $/Ton Total

52 1§ 18620 % 17205300

15718 172.24 $ 2,707,200

Gravenstein 1998

Fresh 528.92 152,390

Processed

(a)

151.18 1,052,887
153.87 2,347,882

§$ a7o7500
$ 6,429,200

$

78247 % 359,345
$
$

Late Apples

Fresh 1998 821 340,713

783,449

Processed 1998 29,923
(a) 1997 © 34,436

»w(o el we e ovle el oe

$
$

14593 § 4,366,766
$ 5,645,759

5,912,800

36,400

. Total 199 244 996 - thh80 ]
1997 4,458 11.47 51,13 $ 178.67 $ 9,

(a) __includes canned, juice, vinegar, ciderand dried

Dollars
220
Early  Late
200 SR
APPLES

A TeN 7EAR €COMPARISON jj: | //;\K\'\ ’ // \\.\-
Douars IPer Ton i \ \ p™
e \\/

—¥

o e L ! ! . ! ! ! ! !
1989 1990 1991 1992 1093 1994 1998 19096 1997 1908

120

10

TiMBER HARVEST

( Informational Only )
Crop Year Production Unit  (b) Value (c)

Timber 1997 31,739,000 board feet $ 11,137,200

(b) Board feet is the quantity of timber cut and scaled
(c) Value of the timber immediately before cutting

12




IFrUIT. NuUT AND GRAPEVINE ACREAGE
CROP BEARING NON-BEARING TOTAL
Apples 4,144 10 4 154
Cherries 3 0 3
Figs 2 0 2
Grapes (Wine) 35,334 9,347 44 681
Kiwi 20 0 20
Olives 40 10 50
Peaches 5 0 5

| Pears 66 0 66
Plums 7 0 7
Prunes Qr7 21 398
Walnuts 219 3 222
Miscellaneous 22 22
Total Acreage 40,240 9,391 49,631

P e e -

INnvENTORIES OF luivestock AND  IPOULTRY
(Number of Head as of January 1, 1999)

| ITEM NUMBER

Cattle and Calves, all 111,422

Milk cows and heifers

2 years and over 36,420

Beef cows and heifers 27,038

2 years and over
Sheep and Lambs, all 13,851
Hogs 2,864
Laying Hens and Pullets 819,582
Turkey Breeders 15,967

19




550,000,000

500,000,000

450,000,000

400,000,000

350,000,000

300,000,000

250,000,000

SoNOMA €COuNIY

ToraL Cropr VALUE
1000 ~ 1000

I

k

| -

il

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

L3

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998




Sonoma Couny T0OO SustainasLe AcRICULIURE IREPORT
By Priscilla Lane

Bioloacicar €onrol IPROGRAM

Biological Control Number of Release Sites

Yellow Starthistle Hairy Weevil (Eustenopus villosus) 7

Four of the seven hairy weevil releases were made from collections at nursery sites located in Sonoma
County. The yellow starthiste seedhead weevil (Bangasternus orientalis) has become established. Staff
Biologists participated in two seminars emphasizing a multi systems approach to noxious weed control.

Orcanic IFARMING S1ansnics
216 organic producers were registered in 1998

Producers Properties Acres
Eggs 3 3
Fruit/Nuts 76 462 2665
Milk 2 2
Nurseries 8 8 11
Vegetables 64 67 373
Wine Grapes 14 17 392
Handlers 3

IPest Detecion
Trapping: 13,734 trap servicing for exotic insect pests (includes Mediterranean and Oriental Fruit Flies, Melon
Fly, Gypsy Moth, Japanese Beetle, Khapra Beetle and Western Grapeleaf Skeletonizer)
Entryway Survey: 446 miles and 131 properties were surveyed for the presence of noxious weed and
disease pests. Seven pet stores were inspected as well as properties for chrysanthemum white rust.

IPest Eexcuusion

A total of 1,838 premise inspections for incoming shipments of plant material were made by the
Sonoma County Agricultural Commissioner’'s Office. Inspections occurred at the express carriers, nurseries,
post office, feed mills, ethnic markets, post entry inspections and United Parcel Service. 569 rejections of
plant material were made. Rejected plant material was either destroyed or reconditioned and released. The
number of rejections increased significantly from 1997 due to the discovery of the Balsam fir gall midge
complex, a member of the fly family. This orange colored midge was found on many holiday decorations
shipped into California by mail order companies. The midge is a pest associated with balsam fir and eastern
hemlock.

A new quarantine pest of significance, discovered in Southern California in 1998, was the Red
Imported Fire Ant (RIFA) Solenopsis invicta. Quarantine procedures established as a result of the RIFA
discovery created additional inspections at various county locations where nursery stock from the area under
quarantine for RIFA had been received.

Listed below are a few of the economically important pest species intercepted in 1998
Gypsy Moth Apple Maggot Green Scale Balsam Fir Gall Midge Complex
Lymantria dispar Rhagoletis pomonella Coccus vividis Dasineura balsamicola
Boxwood Scale Eucalyptus Longhorn Beetle Quack Grass Purple Loosestrife
Pinnaspis buxis Phoracantha semipunctata Elytrigia repers Lythrum salccaria

In ethnic markets the following items were found: Kaffir Lime Leaves, Szechwan Peppers, Guavas and Tejocate
1




NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL DAY
GranD Prize
Essay / IPorm

Lutier IBURBANK AND ""SONOMA COUNTY THE €CHOSEN Spor™
By Alexandra Merilatt

Foday we have a Iot of things to eat - such as potatoes, blackberries,
plums and prunes. But have you ever thought of how we got these
fruits?

I'm going to share with you about Luther Burbank. He is a very
important man in the way you eat today.

lLuther Burbank was born in 1849 in Massachusetts. From a child,
Luther had loved plants. Luther would play with plants more than toys.

When Luther was a little older, he started trying to make a better
potato. Because the only potatoes they had then were little, red
potatoes. So, at age 20, Luther had made a long brown potato called
the “Burbank Potato.” Soon after that Luther sold some of his potatoes
and earned $150.00. He decided to come to Sonoma County,
California. When Luther started to work with a lot of plants, Luther
wrote to his mother in Lancaster, Massachusetts, and said, “This is the
chosen spot of all earth as far as Nature is concerned.”

When | think about Luther Burbank living here in Santa Rosa, it feels
like a great honor to have had a plant inventor live here as he did.

While Luther was in Santa Rosa, a man named Warren Dutton asked
Luther to make twenty-thousand prune seedlings. Well, of course, no
one thought he could do it. Well, guess what? At the end of that year
Mr. Dutton got his seedlings - all twenty-thousand of them!

I think | know why Luther Burbank chose Sonoma County. It is
because of all the sunshine and rain that we get. It is a perfect place
for growing plants because of the temperature. Since Luther loved
growing plants, this is a perfect place for him to grow and work with his
plants.

Il just went to the Luther Burbank 150th birthday celebration. It was
wonderful! | got to see the spineless cactus that Luther Burbank made.

W/hen | think of Luther Burbank, | think of a man who was devoted to
his work. Such as when he created a thornless blackberry, it took him
thirty-one years to create this blackberry. Now that shows patience and
" devotion. | also think of a person who loved his work.
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This winning essay
from the
Agricultural Day
essay / poem
econtest, sponsored
by the North Bay
Chapter, California
Women for
Agriculture,
Sonoma County
Farm Bureau and
the Press
Democrat is
reprinted with the
permission of
Alexandra Merilatt
and her parents.

Alexandra is a
fourth grade
student at Pacific
Christian Academy

in Graton.
Alexandra’s prize
winning essay is
titled:

lLutHer IBURBANK
AND

*"SONOMA €COUNTY
THE

CHosen Seor™
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