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ERIC LAURITZEN JOHN WESTOBY
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER/SEALER ASSISTANT AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

OFFICE OF THE AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

Ann Veneman, Secretary May, 1997
California Department of Food and Agriculture

Sonoma County Board of Supervisors: Jim Harberson, Chairman - District 2
Michael J. Cale, District 1 Tim Smith, District 3
Paul L. Kelley, District 4 Mike Reilly, District 5

The Agricultural Crop Report is a yearly opportunity to celebrate the tremendous economic
value that agriculture contributes to the well-being of Sonoma County. For the fourth year in a row,
the value of the agricultural commodities produced in Sonoma County has increased. The 1996
production value of $389.6 million, was approximately $47 million higher than the 1995 total, with
increases noted in most categories.

We are pleased to spotlight the Sonoma County Harvest Fair in this year’s report. For over
two decades, the Harvest Fair has showcased Sonoma County’s agricultural abundance. Each Fall,
the Harvest Fair celebrates our agricultural heritage and offers one of the best agricultural
educational events in northern California and this year’s report is dedicated to the Fair's contribution
to agriculture.

The most dramatic change was a result of the continuing strength of wine grapes which
were up $16.7 million. The demand for premium wine grapes pushed the average price up
$237/ton, although total production was down nearly 12,000 tons. Additionally, apple production
rebounded over 1995, with an increase in value of $4.9 million. Apple production was up 15,000
tons, with an increase of approximately $50/ton. Even though prune acreage continues to decline,
the value of 1996 production was up more than $600,000.

Livestock and poultry products were up $18 million, with market milk accounting for $12
million of the increase. Miscellaneous livestock and poultry products, which includes chicken eggs,
increased in value almost $5 million. Livestock, poultry, and aquaculture values increased $2.9
million even though beef production was down $1.5 million.

Grapevine nursery stock value was up $2 million as the demand for grapevines continues to
be fueled by increasing acreage and the ongoing replacement of vineyards infested with grape
phylloxera. Vegetable acreage also increased which pushed production values up $2.3 million.
However, field crop production and apiary production both lost value in 1996. Production of oat
hay and ensilage decreased 50,000 tons. Beekeepers continue to fight bee pest problems as honey
production decreased 2,892 pounds.

The production values reported here are gross values and in no way reflect the profit or loss
of each individual commodity group. We rely on our growers and ranchers to provide us information
and | would like to acknowledge them for their cooperation. Special recognition goes to Bonnie
Sallee, who does an excellent job of gathering and compiling the information for this report.

Sincerdly),

Eric Lauritze

Agricultural Commissioner

2604 VENTURA AVENUE, ROOM 101 = SANTA ROsA, CA 95403-2810 « PHONE (707) 527-2371 = FAX (707) 527-3850
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Our beautiful cover, furnished by the Sonoma County Harvest Fair;, celebrates the bountiful harvest of our
community. This watercolor, depicting a farmworker harvesting chardonnay grapes, commissioned by the
Harvest Fair for its much anticipated poster, was painted by Santa Rosa artist Sally Cataldo.

Sonoma County Harvest Fair
Two Decades Celebrating Sonoma County's Plentiful Bounty

During the fall as the soil of Sonoma County provides its abundance, the annual Sonoma County
Harvest Fair arrives to showcase just how plentiful life happens to be for those of us who call Sonoma
County home. For three days during the harvest, Sonoma County wineries, produce growers, food
purveyors, farm owners and artists revel in a spotlight that glows acrose Northern California. The
focus, of course, is the good life - Sonoma County style.

Staged during the firet weekend of October, the Sonoma County Harvest Fair has served as a show-
case for what's best about our community - its people and its abundance. For 22 years, this event
has attracted wine and food enthusiasts to share our bounty.

There's far more to the Harvest Fair than the aroma and taste &:
of a gold-medal winning merlot. Just as important is the grape
and its grower. The prestigious wine competition, like the fair
itself, is strictly Sonoma County and celebrates the grape grower
as well as the winemaker. The vineyard which produces the sweep-
stakes wine is recognized with the winery and its winemaker.

Sonoma County produce is on display throughout the fairgrounds.
Fairgoers can see the largest apple display in California at the a 6 al
Harvest Fair. Members of Select Sonoma County combine their

efforts for a tasty and colorful display of their products. Local SONGMA COUNTY

families and commercial farmers are encouraged to compete for
best One Family Farm and One Business Farm awards.

S

There's plenty of fun, games, and educational opportunities for both kids and adults at the Harvest
Fair. A field trip to the opening day of the Harvest Fair is a highlight for more than 3,000 Sonoma
County elementary students. The school tours include views of locally raised gamebirds, pygmy goats,
pot-bellied pigs, llamas and dairy cattle, and a hay wagon ride in addition to a wide assortment of free
entertainers, attractions and activities designed by youngsters. Adult fairgoers can browse local
crafts and art in the Country Crafts Boutique and Harvest Fair Art Show, listen to jazz music on the
Fark Stage and participate in the Grape Stomp - America's messiest world championship - while
tasting medal-winning wines and foods during an afternoon at the Harvest Fair.

The Sonoma County Harvest Fair, staged at the fairgrounds in Santa Rosa, will continue to focus its
energy on all that's great about Sonoma County - our people, products and community.

Sonoma County Harvest Fair  October 3-5, 1997

2



R E @€ A [P B Ul Al O N
1997 1996
APIARY $ 97,400 $ 90,200
FIELD CROPS $ 9,128,900 $ 71,653,700
FRUIT AND NUT CROPS $ 164,714,900 $ 187,578,800
LIVESTOCK, POULTRY and AQUACULTURE $ 37,287,500 $ 40,449,200
LIVESTOCK AND POULIRY PRODUCITS $ 87,104,700 $ 101,441,800
NURSERY PRODUCITS $ 70,99%,600 $ 52,078,500
VEGETABLE CROPS $ 17,22],600 $ 19,219,200
TOTAL $ 342,970,200 $ 789,271,200
Fruit axd Nur Crops
(18.1%)
N . m Vegetables
awd Aquaculiure (5.0%)

(10.49%) <€ Ficld Crops

Nursery Products

(26.0%) ?
Livestock and

Pouliry Producrs




& DOLLAR VALU E|
H
g™ & Kol
\3‘*\% N
CROP YEAR Q¥ © QO $/TON TOTAL
Apples (all) 1996 4,407 125 49500 |$ 210.00 $ 10,395,200
199% 2,298 6.47 34,268 | $ 160.22 $ 2,490,500
Processed (A) 1996 § 8010658
1995 - ) $ 4574469
frest 1996 § 23844995
1995 3§ 915,8/7
GRAPES (WINE) 1996 33,70% 7.80 127990 | $ 1,271.76 $ 172,272,200
1995 53189 422 139995 | S L1345 % 198,824,800
Pears, Bartlerr (B) 1996 88 199 17 | $ 36757 $ 64,700
B2 20 7> 2 1 N & & N I T 21V A 18,600
Prunes (C) 1996 %03 1.4% 79 | $ 896.45 $ 693,200
LA 4 004 26 |$ 104605 $ 27,200
Walnurs 1996 228 0.26 67 |9 1,417.68 . $ 94,500
199 w7 oA 6 |8 y»4a 8 72,800
Misc. (D) 1996 $ 279,500
1999 § 28Ii200
TOTAL 1996 $ 187,528,800
199% $ 164,714,900
(A) Includes canned, juice/cider, vinegar and dried
(B) Includes [resh and processed.
(€) Dry T1ONS
(D) Includes cherries, bush-berries, kiwi, black walnuts, plums, Asian prars,
STRAWDERRIES, figs, cHEsINUTS, EIC.
HARVESIED DOLLAR
CROP YEAR ACREAGE VALUE
Miscellaneous Truck 1996 ‘ 1,289 $ 19,919,200
farms (E) 1997 1,1m $ 17,221,600

(E) Includes melons, mushrooms, poratoes, pumpkins, sprours, squash, tomatoes, lertuces, erc.




VEGETABLE CROPS

TeN YEAR COMPARISON
Dollar Value

1987 - 7,661,800
— 5 7,816,300

- 5 8,225,900

1988

1989
1990 - $ 9,541,600
1991 - $ 9, 192,700
1992
1997

1994 - — 5 15,4 91,50 0

199% $17,221,600

1996 $19,%19,200

N U R S E R Y P R O D U C T S

DOLLAR VALU E]
UNIT

ITEM YEAR SOLD UNIT $/UNIT TOTAL
Grapevines (all) 1996 8,462,828 plant/cuning (A $ 14,248,000
199% 6,062,626 plant/cuning % 12,807,600
ORNAMENTAlS 1996 1,174,167 plant (B) $ 9.%4 $ 6,274,100
199 1295024 plwi | $492 § 6175600
Bedding Plants 1996 263,561 flar $10.78 $ 2,840,000
199% - 202,297 flar | $980 $ 1982600
Cutr Flowers 1996 $ 2,352,500
b8 2,461,900
Chrismmas Trees 1996 12,234 each $ 25.89 $ 794,400
w184 ech L §BA4 % 466,100
Misc. Products (C) 1996 $ 6,969,500
199% $ 7,107,800
TOTAL 1996 $ 32,078,700
199% $ 50,992,600

(A) Includes green, dormant roorings and bench gralrs.

(B) AVeraGe UNIT price includes all type wrade conmainers

(C) Includes deciduous truit and nut 1rees, bulbs, forest seedlings, house plants,

liners, orchids, cacri, herbacrous perennials, dry flowers, wrl and wreaths.




| LIVESTOCK, POULIRY and  AQUACULIURE
NUMBER JOIAL DOLLAR VALU EJ
OF LIVE

ITEM YEAR HEAD WEIGHT  UNIT $/UNIT TOTAL
Carle/Calves 1996 48,978 281,96 cwr $ 46.00 $ | 12,970,800
L1995 49856 28674 cwi | 5036 $ 14,439,800
Sheep/Lambs 1996 13,591 14,678 owr $ 7796 $ 1,144,200
199% 139 14,462  cwi $ 6996 $ 1,012,000
Hogs 1996 2,610 6,255 Wi $ 47.78 $ 297,900
199 6100 14486 w1 $ 3698 % 935,700

Turkeys 1996  wwrkeys are now included in The miscellaneous| Tomal
1995 w2429 226079 b, 1% 05§ 1,208,900
Miscellaneous (A) 1996 $ 26,0%6,200
199% $ 20,090,200
TOTAL 1996 $ 10,449,200
199% $ 37,287,500

(A) Includes chicks, ducks, turkey poulis, Iryers, roasters, shellfish, Turkeys, eic.

and bi-products and goar milk.

DOLLAR VALUE|
ITEM YEAR PRODUCTION UNIT $/UNIT TOTAL
Milk 1996 ,849,219 (B) cwi $ 143 $ 83,877,800
(Marker) 1995 . 2869,025 cewr 1S R s 71,895,500
Milk 1996 167,060 cwI $ 12.09 $ 2,186,800
(Mavulacioring) 199 12210 Lewn s ona 8 849,900
Wool 1996 134,592 (C) lb. $ 0.77 $ 104,500
199 .. 16490 b. $ 070 % .. 81100
Misc. Producrs (D) 1996 $ 19,272,900
199% $ 10,278,000
e e e e K 2 S T e S e
TOTAL 1996 $ 101,441,800
199% $ 8%,104,200
(B) PRreliminary
(©) Includes premivm and reqular — wool
(D) Includes marker duck eqgs, turkey harching eggs, chicken earing eggs

J




HARVESTED TON/ I0TAL DOLLAR VALUE
CROP YEAR ACREAGE ACRE JONS  UNIT $/UNIT TOTAL
Hay, Oar 1996 9,799 2.01 20,015 10N $ 715 % 1,432,200
. 199 10006 225 22559 ton % 7809 % 1760000
Hay, Volunteer 1996 1,047 1.47 1,938 10N $ 6049 % 93,000
L V992 228186 Az ton 18 9106 8 216200
Green Chop (A) 1996 706 10.10 7,129 10N $ 16.67 % 118,700
1997 4490 10.92 4,806 10N $ B34 % 64,100
Oars, GRrain 1996 m8a 0.79 887 T1ON $ 2702 % 210,400
e N9 670084 972 on 1% 20959 8 1500
Ensilage, Corn (A) 1996 230 21.8% 2,020 TON $ 4400 % 220,900
199 A 1902 8667 ton % 3870 % 779,700
Oars, Silage (A) 1996 4,799 9.91 47,498  TON $ 900 $ 1,892,400
199 A9 1940 95470 ton 1% %270 8 3217,500
Hops (B) 1996 102 1BS $ .00 % 500
STRAW 1996 858  TON $ 6739 % 57,800
e 199 R 272 toN 1% 768 10,000
PasTURE, IRRiGATEC 1996 9,500 ACRE $ 10000 % 950,000
8 N9 980 AcRe 1§ 10000 $ 997,000
Grassland 1996 206,450 ACRE $ 1000 $ 2,064,700
. 1997 206,500 AcRE |$ 1000 $ 2065000
Woodland 1996 172,800 ACRE $ 100 % 172,800
e M99 WB000 o oooace 1% 100§ 173,000
Miscellaneous (C) 1996 $ 461,000
199% $ 221,500
TOTAL 1996 $ 7,633,700
199% $ 9,128,900
(A) Much of the green chop and ensilage is NoT sold, bur used on THE farm.  THE walue is
derermined by i1s feed equivalent of hay afrer i1 is cur, loaded and ensiled.
(B) This includes 6 varieties (M1, Hood, Temanger, Willamvere, Cascade, NORTHERN BRewer, Galena)
(C) Includes alfalfa, barley, safflower, wHeat, rye, veicH, sudan, Erc.
DOLIAR  VALUE
ITEM YEAR PRODUCTION UNIT $/UNIT TOTAL
Honey 1996 49,191 Ib. $ 087 $ 40,200
1995 72,086 b. $ 102 % 72,900
Wax 1996 710 Ib. $ 887 % 6,300
I 1997 1,727 [b. $ 18 % 2100
Pollination 1996 $ 43,000
199% $ 42,400
R ey ey P L Y e e e e S T e O e e e e M S U S e S Y e VA e Y WS
TOTAL 1996 $ 90,200
199% $ 97,400
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WINE GRAPES

MARKET MILK

MISC. LIVESTOCK, POULIRY and AQUACULTURE

VEGETABLES

MISC. LIVESTOCK AND POULIRY PRODUCITS

GRAPEVINES

CAITLE AND CALVES

APPLES ~ LAIE VARIETIES

MISC. NURSERY PRODUCTS

NURSERY ~ ORNAMENTALS

NURSERY ~ BEDDING PLANIS

NURSERY ~ CUT FLOWERS

APPLES ~ GRAVENSIEINS

MANUFACTURING MILK

OAT SILAGE

OAT HAY

SHEEP AND LAMBS

Ri@lb &

175,572,200
83,877,800
26,036,200
19,519,200
15,272,900
14,248,000
12,970,800
8,082,700
6,969,500
6,274,100
2,840,000
2,352,500
2,312,500
2,186,800
1,892,400

1,452,200

1,144,300




(o
| S Nod
CROP YEAR @“‘;} © 9 $ / TON I0IAL
GRAVENSTEIN 1996 1,764 8.17 nnz |'$ 208.09 $ 2,712,500
1997 1,666 4,24 739 | % 162.67 $ 1,190,600
frest 1996 899 $ 580.07 $ 221444
1995 53 % 22127 $ 278260
Processed 1996 10214 § 175.25 § 1791022
(A) ]995 6,785 % 128.07 b 912,278
Late Apples 1996 7,04% 12.61 78,787 | $ 210.56 $ 8,082,700
199% 7,612 7.46 26949 | % 199.9% $ 4,299,700
fresls 1996 1777 § 104846 $ 1863051
1995 L2 8 52470 $ 62751
Processed 1996 2,610 § 16989 $ 6219636
(A) 1995 2,774 3 149.55 $ 2662191
TOTAL 1996 4,407 1.2 49500 | $ 210.00 $ 10,795,200
199 2,298 6.47 74,268 | $ 160.22 $ 2,490,700
(A)

includes canned, juice, vinegar, cider and dried

100,000

80,000

60,000

40,000

20,000

APPLE TONNAGE
1987 ~ 1996

§12,000,000

APPLES ~
1987 ~ 1996

Dollar Value

$10,000,000

38,000,000

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1997 1994 1997 1996

36,000,000

$4,000,000

$2,000,000

30

1987

1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 199% 1996

( Informational Only )

DOLLAR
CROP YEAR PRODUCIION UNIT (b) VALUE
Timber 1996 32,698,000 board feer $ 14,060,000
199% 26,330,000 board feer $ 1,608,800

(b) Board feer is tHe quantity of timber cur and scaled
(c) Value of 1he timber immediately before curring

(c)




WHITE

NON- TONS DOLLAR/ TOTAL

VARIETY YEAR BEARING  BEARING T0TAL PER TON VALUE

Chardonnay 1996 12,597 125 13852 | 47,498 1,495.61 $ 69,080,500
1995 1 678 934 12612 | 50171 1207748 60,593,500

Chenin Blanc 1996 21 21 1,043 979.96 $ 600,400
199 | 304 204 | 1,087 49926 $ 540,900

French 1996 7287 385 2,129 480.20 $ 1,022,100
Colombard 199> | 488 488 | 2564 48.07 $ 1,070,800

$
$
$
$
$
328 1,553 | $ 91570 $ 1,220,700
$
$
$
$
$

GEWURZTRAMINER 1996 721
1999 | "9

Muscar Blanc 1996 4
. ...

LAl 1007 18 7B860 S 773,500]

4 na 1145.07 $ 130,000
. 177 900y . 169,700

PinoT BlANC 1996 80 85 410 1,018.01 $ 417,500
e | 910 446 929.68 % 411,600

SanvignoN Blane 1996 1,417 155 1,570 5,41 95520 $ 5,049,500
B A - NNOON " O ... | % 2,890,200

$
Semillion 1996 157 36 193 69| | $ 906.88 $ 994,200
$
$
$

w oo lwwy oo ico

et B SR T 20 . ...

Viognier 1996 76 42 78 164 1,541.81 $ 219,900
1997 26 a4 162 1,598.01 $ 220,500

WHiTE Riesling 1996 172 6 178 554 | $ 82188 $ 440,100
SLE 2 W 7 A AN 1) N 22 W 638.25 % e 378,700

Other WhiTes 1996 181 70 217 692| | $ 65491 $ 43,200
1997 197 10 207 26| | $ 20249 % 280,800
$
$

TOTAL WHITES 1996 17,636 1,214 17,150 29,942 1521.79 $ 79,227,900
1997 14,994 119 16,117 64,752 1,094.36 $ 70,861,700

WINE GRAPES - A Ten YeaAR COMPARISON

TOIAL DOLLAR VALUE TOTAL TONNAGE
$200,000,000 200,000

$150,000,000 150,000

$100,000,000 100,000

$40,000,000 50,000

1987
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WINE GIRARE PRODUCTION
A E R S | P Pl © | B e D @i et e @ R |
NON- TONS DOLLAR/ 101AL
VARIETY YEAR __ BEARING BEARING TOTAL $ PER TON VALUE |
Caberner Franc 1996 474 26 %00 1,861 | $  1,482.49 $ 2,728,500
e V992 L 906260932 2091 | % 124380 % 2,600,800
Caberner 1996 6,289 803 7,092 19619 | $ 1,496.28 $ 29,559,100
SAUVIGNON 1995 6,425 456 6,881 24,608| | 1,26102 $ 51,053,000
CARIGNANE 1996 285 9 294 mi|s 898.40 $ 678,700
el 1995 | 294 0 294] M| |$ 78000 $ 554,700
Merlor 1996 3,290 1,446 4,736 14308 | $ 1,660.13 $ 23,792,600
I 1999 285 916 37500 | 12,709 | $ 14761 $ 18,760,300
Meunicr 1996 6% 8 77 3921 1 $ 1,045.6% $ 409,500
B 1995 m L0 J—i1 88 |$ 8240 % 320,600
Gamay 1996 186 6 192 91 | $ 849.85 $ 385,600
TR, - - . A S 7 6 25 | 761 |$ 68649 % 522100
Perite Sirah 1996 261 55 294 18%| | $ 1,27%.56 $ 619,200
B 997 219 X2 294, | 634 |$ 108049 % 684800
Petite Verdot 1996 67 50 9% 198 | $ 1,200.21 $ 237,500
R 1999 A48 L I -4 1920 1% 1273505 % 248,700
Pino1 Noir 1996 2,701 327 3,028 13567 | $ 1,512.16 $ 17,801,900
S L1995 | 2978 124 31020 | 124590 1% 99406 % 12,585,100
SANGIOVESE 1996 8% 107 192 974 | $ 1,422.91 $ 817,200
. 1999 48 80 128 | 40| |$ 121651 % 271,400
Syrah-shiraz 1996 199 61 220 698 | % 1,302.86 $ 856,600
R 1999 154 A48 182 | %67 | $ 120750 $ 684900
Zinfandel 1996 3,836 242 4,078 14054 | $ 1,221.4% $ 17,263,500
e 1999 5,908 238 4146| 18582| | $ 100050 9§ 18,591,000
Other Reds 1996 375 9% 457 1130 | $ 1,28%.51 $ 1,450,400
199% 427 28 48% 1,068 | $ 9M.7% $ 1,00%,700
TOIAL REDS 1996 18,067 7,182 21,249 68,048| | $ 1,415.87 $ 96,744,500
199% 18,199 2,031 20,217 79,243 | $ 1,169.0% $ 87,967,100
TOIAL ALL 1996 33,705 4,696 58,599 127990 % 1,371.76 $ 172,972,200
WINE GRAPES 199% 55,189 214 36,330 159,995  $ 1,154.52 $ 198,824,800
WINE GRAPES - 1987 THRU 1996
AVERAGE Price Per ToN A Ten Year Comparison of Average Price Per Ton
1987 I .2 e 7_“'600
19685 I 2 0 1.7 5 e j‘_’:i $1.400
1989 I 4115
1990 I .00 4.5 / - $1,200
1991 |05 .0 ]
- $1,000
1997 I |, 004,11
1993 I 1.8 7 - $800
1994 EEE——— 0 7 1.6 7
1995 I 1,15 4,57 =3
1906 | |5 71.7 6 ; i ; v i ; : i e
1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1995 1994 1995 1996
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FRUIT,  NUI  and  GRAPEVINE  ACREAGE
CROP BEARING NON-BEARING TOTAL
Apples 4,407 88 4,499
CHerRiEs V; 0 V
Figs 0 4 4
WiNe GRApES 53,707 4,696 38,599
Kiwi 28 0 28
Peaches 4 1 8
PeArs 88 0 88
Plums 9 0 9
PRUNES 207 16 719
Walnuts 278 7 261
Miscellaneous 7 3 44
TOTAL ACREAGE 39,045 4,808 45,858

INVENTORIES OF LIVESTOCK AN D) POULIRY
(Number of Head as of January 1, 1997)

ITEM NUMBER
Camile and Calves, all 100,652
Milk cows and heifers 37,468

2 years ANd OVER

Beef cows and heifers 27,000

|2_years and over
SHeep and Lambs, all 16,200
Hogs . 2,900
Laying Hens and Pullers 892,167

ll Turkey Breeders 28,816




COMMERCIAL  HSH CAICH
(Informiation Only)

SPECIES POUNDS VALUE
Crab, DUNGENESS 911,649 $ 1,98%,920
Salmon, Chinook 760,980 $ 1,562,850
Urchin, Red - 760,397 $ 609,980
Sole, Dover X 1,267,290 $ 492,164
Thornyheads 453,854 $ 459,6%%
Swordlish 70,997 $ 276,055
Sablefish 220,221 $ 249,924
Rocklish, Widow 501,223 $ 179,877
Rocklish, unspecilied - 297,998 $ 150,912
Rocklish, Chilipepper 145,059, $ 71,780
Rocklish, China . 26,916 $ 26,649 I
Sole, Rex 152,935 $ 52,745
Sole, Petrale 90,79% $ 47,034
Rocklish, Bocaccio ‘ 17,169 $ 146,227
Sole, English 107,210 $ 40,740
Lingcod 64,740 $ 32,220
Rocklish, copper 12,1 $ 25,706
Rocklish, Group Gopher 9,968 $ 21,989
Crab, rock unspecilied 13,507 $ 19,195
Sanddab 27,00% $ 18,265
Tuna, Albacore 22,187 $ 17,212
Other 229,651 $ 147,961
TOTAL 6,207,540 $ 2,915,280
Ihie ligures are provided by rhe Califorvia Deparivient of Fish and Gamie.
The 1996 ligures will nor be available unmil larer iv the year.

(Informarional Only)

TOTAL
BACK YARD BOARDED VALUE
10,991 4,049 $1,200,000

These figures were furniskied by Dr. Carlos Bewito, Professor of Fconomics AT Sonoma SIate University.  Awoilier survey will
be dowe iv 1998 This survey will be more extensive avd will appear in our 1998 crop REpORT.
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SONOMA COUNTY

TOTAL CROP VALUE
1987 ~ 1996

Millions

200

400

700

200

100

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1997 1994 1997 1996
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SonomAa County 1996 Sustainable  Agriculture  RepoRrt

By Priscilla [ave

BIOLOGICAL CONIROL PROGRAM
BIOLOGICAL CONIROL # OF RELEASE SITES

Yellow  Starthistle  Seedhead  Weevil 2
(Bavgasterivus — orienialis)
Yellow  Starthistle  Hairy  Weevil  (Fusrevopus villosus) 8

ORGANIC FARMING _ STATISTICS

COMMODITY # OF PRODUCERS COMMODITY # OF PRODUCERS
FGgs 6 Fruits and Nuts 797
VeGEetables 10% Wine GRAPES 1%
Milk F.

PEST DETECTION
IRAPPING: 11,207 mwap servicings for exoric insect pests. (Includes Mediterranean and Oriental Fruit Fly,
Melon Hy, Gypsy Moth, Japanese Beetle, KHapra Beetle and Western GRAPEIEAR SKEIETONIZER)

ENTRYWAY SURVEY: 1037 miles and 284 properties were SURVEYEd [or THE presence of noxious weed and
diSEASE PESTS.

WEED SURVEY
PEST GROSS ACRES PEST GROSS ACRES
TREATED TREATED
Artichoke Thistle 250 Distalf Thistle 7
Iberian: Starthistle 790 Purple Starthistle 200

PEST EXCLUSION
A 101Al of 1,72% premise inspections [or incoming shipments of plant material were made by the Sonoma
County Agriculiural Commissioner’s Office.  INspecTions 0ccURREA AT THE EXPRESS — CARRIERS, NURSERIES, POSI
office, rail road, per stores, ethnic markers, post eniry inspections and  United Parcel Service. 242
rRejections of plant material were made. Rejected plant marerial was either destiroyed or rReconditioned and
Released.  Listed below are A few of 1he economically imporiant pest species intercepied in 1996:

Green Shield Scale
Pulvinaria psidii

Kikuyu Grass
Penviserunt clandesivum

False Powtr Post Beerle
Sivoxylon conigerum

Canada Thistle
CIRSIUM ARVENSE

Snail

Magnolia WHiTe Scale
Homopicra_diaspididar

Purple Starthistle
CENIAUREA cAlCTTRAPA

Quack Grass
ElyiriGgia REpENS

ZACHRYSIA PROVISORIA
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL DAY
GRAND PRIZE
ESSAY / POEM
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A.GRICULTURE IS...
By: Nikki Hamzacff

Agriculture is,

The things that seem to be,
What farmers grow on farms,
Like corn, grapes, and trees

Mny farms have cows,

Which people kill for meat,
Or they may use the milk,
For ice cream, cream, or cheese.

They also raise chickens,
For their brown and white cggs,
So people can enjoy them,
Or eat those yummy legs.

There are also many vineyards,
Which people use for wine,
For when you go to dinner,
You can eat, drink, or dine.

Farmers also grow grain,
Or sometimes fields of rice,
Which people like to eat,
With butter and spice.

Therc is also stalks of corn,
Which people like to pop,
Eat them fresh or frozen,

It’s such a healthy crop.

This winning poem,
from the Agricultural
Day essay/poem contest,
sponsored by the
Northbay Chapter of
California Women for
Agriculture, Sonoma
County Farm Bureau
and the Press Democrat
is reprinted with the
permission of Nicole
Hamzaeff and her
parents.

Nicole is a 5th grade
student at El Verano
School in the Sonoma
Valley. Her award

winning poem is titled:

Farmers also enjoy planting vegetables,
Like carrots and red beets,

But when you plant them be careful,

That they don’t get too much sunshine heat.

AGRICULTUREIS . . .

SO if you enjoy eating vegetables,
Or maybe pounds of meat,

Just remember it’s good for you,
So enjoy that extra treat.”
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ERiC LAURITZEN
AqRiculTURAL COMMISSIONER

JOhN Westoby

AsSiSTANT AGRiculTURAL COMMISSIONER

Jim Sallee
Deputy Agricultural Commissioner I

LisaA CORREiA ~ Mike SmiTH
Deputy AgRricultural CommissioneR |

Pierre Gadd ~ Priscilla Lane ~ Stefan PARNAY

Alexis Ramey ~ MaRilyN VERNON
AgRricultural Biologist/Inspector I

GARy BjorRk ~ JosepH GRAy ~ BRuceE McARTHUR

AgRricultural Biologist/InspecTor I

MicHael Milligan ~ Bonnie Sallee

SENIOR AGRICUITURAL PROGRAM ASSISTANT

James O'BRien
County [RADPDER

EsTHER MARTiINEZ ~ TrRACY Mulvihill ~ Jeann Nelson
AdMINISTRATIVE SUpPpORT _STalf
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