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ERIC LAURITZEN o R P JOHN WESTOBY
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER/SEALER QN Y i ASSISTANT AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

OFFICE OF THE AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

Henry Voss, Secretary - California Department of Food and Agriculture April, 1995
and the

Sonoma County Board of Supervisors:

Emie Carpenter, Chairman - District 5

Michael J. Cale, District 1 Jim Harberson, District 2

Tim Smith, District 3 Paul L. Kelley, District 4

Agriculture is the glue that holds the fabric of our beautiful countryside together. Without an
economically successful agricultural industry, our land would likely take on a substantially different and less
desirable character. Yet, too often we forget that it is agriculture that provides us the pastoral beauty and
it is agriculture which provides the backbone of our economic strength. This annual report is but one indicator
of Sonoma County's agricultural strength.

This year's report is dedicated to the effort of many individuals who wish to educate Sonoma County's
youth regarding the wonders and complexities of agriculture. For it is our youth that will forge our future, and
their understanding of agriculture is essential for the sustainabilty of the industry. Many industry leaders and
interested organizations came together to produce a wonderful teaching aid titled, " Food For Thought,
Lessons From The Land”. We salute their effort and look forward to reaping the benefits of their lessons.

The total value of Sonoma County agricultural production for 1994 was the largest ever. Contributing
to the record value of $339,228,800 was the largest and most valuable wine grape crop ever delivered,
coupled with the largest valued milk production in the history of Sonoma County. These two commodities
accounted for 67% of grower returns. Other products that fared well in 1994 included: Vegetables which
were up more than $3 million; Field Crops increased over $2 million; Grapevine production was up nearly $2
million; Turkeys up $1 million; while Apples, Ornamentals and Cut Flowers also posted notable increases.
Although 1994 was a record year, a number of commodities experienced decreases in value including Hogs,
certain Nursery Products, Prunes and Honey.

Wine Grape production which surpassed Milk for the first time in 1989 continues to be the highest
grossing crop, despite the continuing impacts of phylloxera. Vineyard replantings of premium varietals utilizing
phylloxera resistant rootstock, coupled with the use of more productive trellis systems, have propelled Sonoma
County into the lead as the most productive premium varietal wine grape county on the North Coast. Milk
production remains solidly in second place as increases in herd size and more productive animals have
increased milk volume, with slight increases in value. Apple production increased by 27,000 tons over the
1993 harvest, but unit value was down $57/ton resulting in only a slight increase in total value. Vegetables
again increased in value as Sonoma County's produce continues to command higher prices. Nursery totals
increased with gains noted in grapevine production, ornamentals and cut flowers. Turkey values rebounded
as growers realized an increase of $.25/lb.

This record year is a "lesson from the land", in that our agricultural industry's success can fluctuate
dramatically from year to year. Growers in 1994 produced $15 million more than the previous record which
was set in 1991. It is the County's farmers and ranchers themselves that provide a substantial amount of the
information necessary to produce this report. Users of this report are reminded the values listed (rounded to
the nearest hundred dollars) indicate gross production and are not meant to reflect or infer net farm income.

| wish to thank all the hard-working growers and ranchers, along with many other individuals and
agencies who provided information for this report. Special recognition goes to Bonnie Sallee whose dedication
to compiling this report is reflected in its usefulness.

Respectfully submitted,

Tpeckio 5

Eric Lauritzen

Agricultural Commissioner
2604 VENTURA AVENUE, ROOM 101 « SANTA ROsA, CA 95403-2810 « PHONE (707) 527-2371 « Fax (707) 527-3850

1



Our cover this year honors the e)g(orfs of Sonoma County Agrfcu]turists, Conservationists and Hducators in
proa]ucing material that will expanc} the lenow/ec]ge of our children about the land t}zey will inherit. 4-H Ac}m'sor,
Dan Desmond exp/a:'ns that eﬁfart below.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Lessons From The Land

In the fall of 1989, the National Acaclemy of Sciences puljlishecl a report entitled
"Understanding Agriculture - New Directions for Education," in which they found that most
people do not have a clear unclerstanding of agricu.lture. Their definition of agricultu.ral literacy
included the following:

An agriculturally literate person's unclem’cancling of the food and fiber
system includes its history and current economic, social and
environmental significance to all Americans. This definition
encompasses some lznowleclge of food and fiber production , processing,
domestic and international marlzeting.

The report spurred several researchers to study the need in California schools (Rilla et al.). Their
findings, published in 1990, had encouraging news. The survey results indicated that educators
believe agricultural literacy is an important element of a complete education, and that they feel it
would be best incorporated at the fourth tl'lrougl'l sixth grade levels tl'lroug]'l integration into the
science and social studies curriculum.

In the summer of 1993, the Sonoma County Coordinating Council for Agricu.lture and
Conservation Education chose to aclapt the l’lighly successful FOOD FOR THOUGHT project
&evelopecl by the University of California Cooperative Extension office in Marin County. The

Coordinating Council, under the project direction of Saralee McClelland Kunde and Ellie Riua,
raised over $25,000 to fund this adaptation which was coordinated througl'x the Sonoma County
U.C.C.E. office.

"FOOD FOR THOUGHT, Lessons From the Land" represents an exciting 3 - 6 grade

curriculum which includes:

Agricu/ture and conservation resources c;[irectory ][or teachers /fsting over
200 /ocai, state and national sources a]( fnformation about agricujture

and the environment.

Acﬁvify guic]e, with 34 individual activities, )[or use in the classroom
covering all of Sonoma County's major agricu/tura] proa’ucts and
conservation issues. Student handouts are in both Spanisk and Eﬂglisl’t.

3

% Video on Sonoma County agricu]ture ]g'om a child's point a]( view.

Additional in](ormaﬁon and / or copies of the curriculum may be obtained l)y contacting the
Sonoma County U.C.C.E. o]%'ce (Z07) 527-2021.




RECAPITUILATION

APIARY
FIELD CROPS
FRUIT AND NUT CROPS
LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY

1995

1994

$ 171,700

12,340,600

29,296,900 ¢

300,779,400

108,500

161,775,300
$ 37,519,200
28,796,600
15,491,500
339,008,800

(11.1%)

Livestock and
Poultry

(25.0%)

(47.7%)  Fruit and Nut Crops

Livestock and
Poultry Products

 (8.5%)

Field Crops
(3.1%)

4.6%)

Vegetables

Nursery Products




FRUIT AND NUT CROP

SUMMARY

& DOLLAR VALUE]
o 0 Az
6% & «0 <Y
5 ?c, s D &0
¥ & & «© N
CROP YEAR <¥ « & o & TOTAL
[Apples (all) 1994 5250 13.68 $ 11319 $  8131,500]
5047 882 $ 17423 $ 7,760,200

152,280,700

124,725,900
235,700

136,600

431,900

1994

.
161,775,300

1993

(a) Includes cannecl, juice/ cider, vinegar and dried
(L) Totals are from farm market and roadside sales
(c) Dry tons

134,182,900

(d) Includes cl’lerries, lms}l—})erries, kiwi, black wal.nuts, p]u.ms, Asian pears, strawl)erries, Eigs, etc.

V EGET A B L E C R O P S
HARVESTED DOLLAR
CROP YEAR ACREAGE VALUE
[P ey o 1994 1,010 §  15,491,500]
—r 1993 1,079 12,340,600

(e) Includes melons, mushrooms, potatoes, pumplzins, sprouts, squash, tomatoes, lettuces, ete.




NURSERY%PRODUCTS

sup. | POLLAR VALUE
ITEM YEAR SOLD ___ UNIT TOTAL_$/UNIT TOTAL

9,109,600 |
7,233,000

\Grapevines (all) 1994 4,898,124

1993 3,410,337 plant/cutting
1994 = i78el3 7§ 37348 § 03
1993 --(cutﬁng-tofd’natavaifqbfe) o
l9ga 369l § BUDD RS oo
1993

REsE==

1,138,738

$ 6,165,000
1,280,235  plant (b) $

$

$

5,420,200

317,978 3,070,900

3,712,000

2,919,100
2,072,300

504,500 |
635,400

7,027,500
28,796,600

1994
1993

(a) Includes green, dormant rootings and bench grafts.

(L) Average unit price includes all type trade containers
(c) Includes deciduous fruit and nut trees, bulbs, forest seei:llings, house p]ants,

liners, orclﬁcls, cactus, herbaceous perennials, clry ﬂowers, turf and wreaths.

A PIT A R Y P R O D UC T S
DOLLAR VALUE
ITEM YEAR PRODUCTION __UNIT $/UNIT ___ TOTAL

30,900
134,700

|[Honey 1994 49,204
1993 223,997

el

$

108,500
171,700




LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY

NUMBER  TOTAL DOLLAR VALUE

OF LIVE
ITEM HEAD  WEIGHT UNIT $/UNIT TOTAL
|Cattle/Calves 44,147 J47,283  cwt 58.40 14,441,000 |

1,107,900
1,027,900

S]leep/ Lambs

619,400

2,239,600
1,206,400

3; 739r552 .
3,446,859 b

153,832
136,785

19,111,300

(2)

Miscellaneous

37,519,200
37,326,900

ol |

(a) Includes Cl‘liCli.‘S, (luclzs, l:u.rlzey Pou]t‘s, {tyers, roasters, etc.

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS

DOLLAR VALUE

ITEM YEAR  PRODUCTION UNIT $/UNIT TOTAL

[Milk (Market) 1994 6,062,023 (b) awt $ 1208 $ 173229200

R 1993 5873890  owt § 1144  § 67,197,300

Milk Manufacturing) 1994 40,598 $ $  402,700]
b b

Mise. Prorlucts (cl) 1994 $ 11,233,000

1994 $ 84,937,500

1993 $ 78,564,100

(L) Prelimina.ry

(¢) Does not include incentive payments.

(cl) Includes market duck eggs, tu.rlzey Latching eggs,c]liclzen ealing eggs and l)y—products
and goat milk.




F I E L D C R O P S

HARVESTED TON/ TOTAL DOLLAR VAILUE
CROP YEAR ACREAGE ACRE TONS UNIT $/UNIT TOTAL

[Hay, Oat 1994, 13,904 236 32,791 ton § 2,579,400
1993 38,501 § 1,854,000

ton

142,400
327,800

135,800
162,000

169,200

3,430,300
2,674,400

206,700
207,000

382,400

10,600,200
8,896,300
Much of the green cl'mp and ensilage is not solcl, but used on the farm. The value is

$
$

determined Ly its feed equivalent of l)a.y after it is cut, loaded and ensiled.
(1’)) Includes a.lfa.l{a, l)a.rley, sa['ﬂower, wl'leat, rye, vel:ch, suclan, etc.

OAT HAY and OAT SILAGE
DOLLAR VALUE
Dollars 1985 ~ 1994

4,000,000
3,500,000
3,000,000 |
2,500,000 |
2,000,000 |
1,500,000 |
1,000,000 |
500,000 |

0

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1893 1994

OAT HAY (2,370,100 2,256,200 (2,693,200 (2,389,800 |3,124,900 1,631,062 2,697,100 (1,663,900 |1,854,000 |2,579,400

OAT SILAGE [[]|2,408,600 [2,751,200 (2,721,900 |2,508,700 |2,565,100 (1,955,900 (3,055,600 2,271,100 (2,574,400 |3,430,300




MILLION DOLLAR CROPS

. WINE GRAPES 162,280,700

MARKET MILK 73,229,200
MISC. LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 19,111,300
. VEGETABLES 15,491,500
CATTLE AND CALVES 14,441,000
MISC. LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS 11,233,000
GRAPEVINES 9,109,600
MISC. NURSERY PRODUCTS 7,027,500
. APPLES ~ LATE VARIETIES 5,915,300
OAT SILAGE 3,430,300
NURSERY ~ BEDDING PLANTS 3,070,900
NURSERY ~ CUT FLOWERS 2,919,100
OAT HAY 2,579,400
. TURKEYS 2,239,600

. APPLES ~ GRAVENSTEINS 2,216,200

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
NURSERY ~ ORNAMENTALS $ 6,165,000
$
$
b
b
b
$
$
$

SHEEP AND LAMBS 1,107,900




APPLE@PRODUCTION
DOLLAR VALUE
& 5
o“"o & &
> N\ Ay
Y? o‘f‘) &
CROP YEAR < 4 « $/TON  sUBTOTAL  TOTAL
lGravenstein 1994 1,660 11.74 19,489 $113.71 $2,216,200]
1993 1,564 3.73 5834 $119.17 $1,162,000
Fresh 1994 . 604 SERRM | 0006
e e B Sea . B
Canned 1994 . . 37007 $i3ag8  $4333%
e . Lr Sl
Juicelcided 1994 . 9581 GEnp
vinegar _ 1993 . G 2208 $14514‘4' :
Dried 1994 (1) -' 6088 $l1239
' 193 & 1478 $15697
[Late Apples 1994 3,590  14.58 52,351 $112.99 $5,915,300 |
1993 3,483 11.11 38,705 $174.23 $6,598,200
1993
Canned 1994
e 1993
]uice/ci:ler/ 1994! e 7
veger 1998 13591 $11081  $1,506,000
Dried 1994 (a) . 18395 $106.95 $1,967,345
1993  (a) . 17,209 $162.11  $2,789,700
[ TOTAL 1994 5250 13.68 71,841 $113.19 $8,131,500]
1993 5047  8.82 44,540 $174.23 $7,760,200

(a) Green Tons

TIMBER*HARVEST

(Informational Only)

(1)) Board feet is the quantity of timber cut and scaled
(e) Value of the timber immecliately before cutting

(r]) Harvest year of 1993

DOLLAR

CROP YEAR PRODUCTION UNIT (b) VALUE(c)

[Timber 1994 (d) 34,600,000 board feet $19,220,000 |
1993 29,400,000 board feet $10,592,100




WHITE ~ WINE GRAPE PRODUCTION

PRODUCTTION

A C R E S
S DOLLAR VALUE

VARIETY YEAR BEARING BEARING TOTAL  TONS $/ TON TOTAL

Chardonnay 1994 11,672 822 12,494 59,489 $ 1,072.62 $ 63,809,500

% ; : & 581,90
1993 330 11 341 2346 $ 43415 § 1,018,600

Chenin Blanc

Gewurztraminer

Pinot

Viognier

(I:eJ in or white category i

. 329,100
1993 281 21 302 1056 % 492 519,700

$ $
1994 15,224 989 16,213 78,187 $% 964.15 $ 75,384,400
1993 14,775 1,487 16,262 66,891 $ 64,451,600

ALL WINE GRAPES
9285 -~ 19924

TOTAL VALUE
Millions of
Dollars
160

o | f——‘\\//
4l /“\//
i -

60 ‘?___.-——

40 L L 1 I I I ! ! 1 L



http:i!M'f'*(f*A�1Mm�ifi*T67t*41Tf�~'m?*tM�����i,~~t.Wo
http:1,092.15
http:1,072.62

RED - WINE GRAPE PRODUCTION

PRODUCTTION

A C R E S

NON- DOLLAR VALUE

VARIETY YEAR BEARING BEARING TOTAL TONS $ / TON TOTAL
Cabernet Franc 1994 479 46 625 2,128 § 1,17185 § 2,493,200
1993 456 $ 119007 § 2,173,100

& 31.511,000
24,331,200

sy
475,600
310,600

B ]7 593 000
10,546 700

1,143.95

582,500
324,600

610,800
366,000

TR

710,349,300
9,575,900

581,800

T e g s A A A A A T A
4 039 212 4,251 ; . b 10,798,200

1993 3,841 242 4,083 16,104 $ 068.64 $ 10,767,600

878.56 1,086,800

1994

TOTALREDS 1994 18,150  L,697 19,847 74, 99 “% 102653 8 16 896 300
1993 16,700 2,138 18,838 64,148 $  939.62 $ 60,274,300
TOTALALL 1994 33374 2686 36000 153,006 $ 994.67 $ 152,280,700
WINE GRAPES 1993 ...31,4.75. 3625 35,100 131,039 $ 951.82 § 124725900
AVERAGE PRICE PER TON RED AND WHITE TONNAGE
$ 1985 ~ 1994
1,200 80,000
1,000
60,000 1
800
600 40,000 -
400
20,000 “—1
200
0 o | |
1989 1990 1891 1992 1993 1994 1985 1986 1987 1988 1988 1990 199 | 1992 1993 1994
RED . 92052 | 958.89|1,016.01|1,004.11| 951.82 [1,026.53 RED -|48.539 51,058|48,027 |47,230|63,028 149,788 (69,141(72,368 64,148 (74,909
WHITED 966.50 |1,040.52(1,048.10|1,047.60| 963.53 | 964.15 WHITED|52.423 56,034 |58,178|56,931 66,513 (62,143 (76,351(75,642 66,891 (78,187 J‘
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FRUIT, NUT and GRAPEVINE ACREAGE

CROP

BEARING NON-BEARING

TOTAL

INVENTORIES

OF LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY

ITEM

(Number of Head as of January 1, 1995)

12

NUMBER




COMMERCIAL FISH CATCH 1993
(Information Only)
SPECIES POUNDS VALUE
Vel Bl 1,403,650 $ 1,108,600
Salmon, Chinook 432,528 $ 935,500
Sole, Dover 1,872,970 $ 538,000
Swordfish 150,005 $ 516,000
Rockfish, unspeciﬁed 1,183,110 $ 469,800
T!nomylxeads 558,330 $ 287,300
Crab, Dungeness 136,064 $ 232,900
Sablefish 400,309 $ 160,900
Rockfish, C]:i]jpepper 403,793 $ 154,800
Rockﬁsh, Bocaccio 360,791 $ 132,700
Sole, Petrale 104,410 $ 86,400
Tuna, Albacore 74,675 $ 71,400
Lingcod 185,421 $ 68,400
Rockfish, Widow 199,021 $ 61,600
Sole, English 144,601 $ 47,600
Rockfish, Group Red 52,749 $ 32,100
Sole, Rex 78,381 $ 27,300
Halihut, California 8,808 $ 21,500
Rockfish, Group Bolina 17,415 $ 15,900
Cucumber, Sea 16,182 $ 12,900
Other 191,107 $ 75,000
TOTAL 7,974,380 $ 5,056,600
The ﬁgure.s are prom'a’ecl Ly the Caiifamiﬂ Department ofF:'sL and Game.
‘ The 1004 figures will not be available until later in the year.

HORSES
(In)g)rmah'ona.f Orziy)
AVERAGE TOTAL
HEAD PER HEAD VALUE
15,040 $4,047 $60,8069,537
Stallions and Geldings Mares Yearlings
7,298 06,727 1,016

project. The number af head was determined by actual count and the value was established thru a survey and the Stable News.

These ﬁgures were fum ished by Dr. Carlo Benito, Proﬁassar af Economics at Sonoma State Univesity. The survey was done as a class
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VI

SONOMA COUNTY

TOTAL CROP VALUE

1985 ~ 1994
Millions

360
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300 |
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260 |

240

220 |

I | 1) |

OO | | | I
1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 19

[ |
93 1994




Sonoma County 1994 Sustainable Agriculhue Report

By Priscilla Lane
BIOLOGICAL CONTROIL PROGRAM
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL # OF RELEASE SITES
Gorse Spider Mite (Tetranychus lintearius) 3
Yellow Starthistle Seedhead Weevil (Bangasternus orientalis) 3
Yellow Starthistle Gall Fly (Urophora sirunaseva) 1
Yellow Starthistle Hairy Weevil (Hus tenopus villosus) 1

ORGANIC FARMING STATISTICS

COMMODITY # OF PRODUCERS COMMODITY # OF PRODUCERS
Eggs 4 Fruits and Nuts 430
Vegetables 04 Wine Grapes 17
PEST DETECTION

TRAPPING: 12,796 trap servicings for exotic insect pests. (Inclucles Mediterranean and Oriental Fruit Fly, Melon Fly,
Gypsy Moth, Japanese Beetle, K.hapra Beetle and Western Grapeleaf Slaeletonizer)

ENTRYWAY SURVEY: 1249 miles and 149 properties were surveyecl for the presence of noxious weed and disease pests.

WEED SURVEY
PEST ACRES TREATED PEST ACRES TREATED
Artichoke Thistle 500 Distaff Thistle 50
Iberian Starthistle 1000 Purple Starthistle 250
PEST EXCLUSION

A total of 2,004 premise inspections for incoming shipments of plant material were made by the Sonoma County
Agricu.ltu.ral Commissioner's Office. Inspections occurred at the Express Carriers, Nurseries, Post OHice, Rail Road and
United Parcel Service. 145 rejections of plan’c material were made. Rejected plant material was either destroyed or
reconditioned and released. Listed helow are a few of the economicaﬂy important pest species intercepter;l in 1994

European Violet Leaf Mi&ge

Dasineura aﬁ;'m's

Magnolia White Scale

Pseuda u/acaspi.s cacleere]ii

Tick

Ixodes ricinus

Gypsy Moth

Lymantria a’ispar

Exotic Fruit Fly

Terellia &scicorn 1s

Western Grapeleaf Skeletonizer

Harrisina brillians

Eucalyp’cus Longhorn Beetle

Plzomcan ti:a semipunctata
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL DAY
GRAND PRIZE ESSAY

The fol]owing winning essay, ﬁom the Agriculfural Day essay contest, sponsorea’ l)y the Nonflzbay
C};apfer of Ca}ifomia Women ](or Agriculture, Sonoma County Farm Bureau and the Press

Democral, is reprinted with permission from Jason Davis and his parents.

Jason is a Oth grade student from Pacific Christian Academy in Graton. His award winning
essay describes how Sonoma County touches his ’f][e.

HOW SONOMA COUNTY TOUCHES MY LIFE

By Jason Davis

"AGRICULTURE: It happens every clay, in where we work and play. It affects
us and most every‘tl’l.ing around us. But what if agriculture was not in existence,
it's obvious that Sonoma County would be a less beautiful and desirable place to
live in. Farms would not be in use, therefore we would have more houses and
less pastoral garclens where luscious green grass grows for cows and Sheep to
graze. Many farmers and workers would be out of business and joljs

Imagine Sonoma Counly, a place with no plains or no hills with vineyards or

farms. Without agriculture our land would not be as beautiful. Just think how
less beautiful our land would be. Sonoma County would just be another over
populated group of cities.

The citizens, farmers, agriculturists and even the children l-relp in a Lig way to
lzeep our land Leau’ci_{ul, clean and special.

As a child I ; for one, am proud to live in what I think is one of the most
beautiful counties in California. I liope that in the future our children will live
and learn to ]geep Sonoma Cou_nty beautiful and agricultura]ly procluctive s0

they can experience and enjoy what Sonoma County has shared with us all".
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AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

Eric Lauritzen

ASSISTANT AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER
JOI‘].II Westol)y

DEPUTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER II
Jim Sallee

DEPUTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER
Hitoshi Ko]:»ayaslﬁ ~ Mike Smith

AGRICULTURAL INSPECTOR/BIOLOGIST III
Lisa Correia ~ Alexis Czarnecki ~ Pierre Gadd, Jr.
Priscilla Lane ~ Marilyn Vernon

AGRICULTURAL INSPECTOR/BIOLOGIST II
Gary Bjorlz ~ Bruce McArthur

AGRICULTURAL INSPECTOR/BIOLOGIST I
Stefan Pamay

SENIOR AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM ASSISTANT
Michael Mil].ig’an ~ Bonnie Sallee

COUNTY TRAPPER

James O'Brien

PEST DETECTION TRAPPER
Don Mi_l]_ig’an ~ Stan Peterson ~ JoAnne Stewart

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT STAFF
Esther Martinez ~ Ilene Moran ~ Jeann Nelson
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