[image: ]    SONOMA COUNTY PUBLIC LAW LIBRARY 
    BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
    February 25, 2026, Law Library, Santa Rosa 


Judge Simonds called the meeting to order at 12:25. Present: Judge Kenneth Gnoss, Judge Dana Simonds, Judge Mark Urioste, Judge Kinna Patel-Crocker, James Barnes, Sherie Hurd, and Nikolaos Pelekis. 

1. Approval of November 19, 2025, Meeting Minutes: 
Judge Gnoss made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 19, 2025, meeting. Judge Urioste seconded the motion. All members voted in favor, and the motion passed.

2. Review and Approval of Director’s Financial Reports for Q2 FY25/26:  
Nikolaos presented the financial reports and warrant requests for Q2 FY25/26. Jim Barnes moved to approve the reports and requests. Judge Patel-Crocker seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. A question was raised regarding the account “Unclaimed County Retirement.” The Director will follow up with the Board members and provide additional details about what this account represents.

5. Review and Approval of Collection Development Policy:  
Nikolas presented the Collection Development Policy to the board. After discussion Jim Barnes moved to approve the policy. Sherrie Hurd seconded the motion, and the board unanimously approved it.

6. Director’s Report:  
Nikolas informed the Board that he had been in correspondence with the Department of State regarding the library’s status as a Passport Acceptance Facility. Following recent communication from the new administration, libraries were reviewed to confirm their eligibility. Since the SCPLL is a governmental library, it will continue to serve as a P.A.F. Non-governmental libraries, however, will no longer be able to do so. Thus, no changes are needed for SCPLL, and it retains its passport facility status. Next, Nikolas requested that Amicus include in their minutes the policy regarding the donation from the late Jay Dove. The Amicus committee approved a policy stating that both the principal of the donation and all future earnings shall be exclusively used for the benefit of the Sonoma County Law Library. The library may request funds not only from annual earnings but also from the principal itself. Nikolas then informed the Board that, aligned with county policy, the Law Library’s contribution to employee health insurance will increase by 10% in the FY 2026-27 budget. This increase will be reflected in the next budget to ensure adequate funding for employee benefits. Lastly, Nikolas shared a complaint received via email from a patron. The Board was informed of the content and details of the complaint but no action was requested by the patron at this time. The Board was simply made aware of the matter.



7. Other Matters/Public Comment/Adjournment:
Seven packages were delivered to the Law Library, each addressed to a member of the Board. Upon opening, each package was found to contain the same book sent as gifts from an unknown sender. The Board declined to accept the books and requested that Nikolas recycle the seven copies. Additionally, Board member Sherie Hurd announced this will be her last term on the Board of Trustees. After over a decade of service, she is retiring and informed the Board in advance to allow time for succession planning. She suggested that the Dean of Empire College might be a suitable candidate. The Board agreed to invite the Dean to a future meeting for a conversation about the role. The next meeting will be held on May 27 at 12:15 at the Law Library. Meeting adjourned at 1:00pm.




_____________________________                                     ______________________________
   President Judge Dana Simonds                                           Recording Secretary Nikolaos Pelekis
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