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Paste press release on January 6, 2025: 

 
“With dangerous winds and extreme fire weather forecasted through 
Thursday in Southern California, Governor Gavin Newsom announced the 
state is deploying resources to protect California communities.  
Specifically, Los Angeles and Ventura Counties, as well as other parts of 
Southern California, are expected to experience a “life-threatening and 
destructive” windstorm, as well as extreme fire risk from Tuesday morning 
through Thursday due to high winds and low humidity. 
The state is taking early, proactive steps to coordinate with local partners to 
protect communities as dangerous weather enters our state. We are no 
strangers to winter-time wildfire threats, so I ask all Californians to pay 
attention to local authorities and be prepared to evacuate if told to go. 
Governor Gavin Newsom 
Governor Newsom has directed state departments to coordinate 
and  strategically position fire engines, handcrews, aircraft and additional 
support in key areas, including:  

• Prepositioning 65 local government fire engines, 7 water tenders, 7 
helicopters, 9 dozers and more than 105 specialized personnel in Los 
Angeles, Riverside, Orange, San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa 
Barbara, and Ventura counties through the state’s Fire and Rescue 
Mutual Aid System managed by Cal OES. 

• Strategically moving CAL FIRE firefighting resources from Northern 
California into Southern California, including 45 additional fire engines 
and six additional hand crews to Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San 
Bernardino, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, and Ventura counties.  

• Staffing additional aerial firefighting resources in the region. 
• Augmenting regional intelligence, dispatch and investigative resources. 
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• Coordinating with local fire departments, county emergency managers 
and weather officials ahead of this extreme weather event, while 
increasing public messaging to encourage overall community 
preparedness.  

The National Weather Service said Ventura and Los Angeles Counties will 
experience winds above 60 mph, with isolated gusts up to 100 mph in a “life-
threatening, destructive windstorm” beginning at 10 a.m. Tuesday, including 
areas of Los Angeles not typically affected by high winds.  
The National Weather Service’s Los Angeles Office says high winds are 
expected in the San Gabriel, Santa Susana and Santa Monica mountains and 
foothills, as well as the San Gabriel and San Fernando Valleys, likely leading 
to power outages, downed trees and difficult travel, especially for high-profile 
vehicles. 
Wildfire quick tips 

• Sign up for free emergency alerts at ready.ca.gov: You can choose 
how to get alerts sent to you when you sign up, including cell phone, 
home phone, email, text messages, and in some cases, TTY devices.  

• Make a plan: Wildfires may cause power outages, so have backup 
plans for electrical medical devices and medicines that must be 
refrigerated and have a battery-powered radio so you can hear 
emergency updates. 

• Don’t wait, evacuate: Listen and watch for evacuation warnings and 
orders. An evacuation warning means get ready to leave. An 
evacuation order means leave immediately.  

Wind safety quick tips 
• Watch out for downed power lines: Never touch or drive over a fallen 

power line. If a power line falls on your vehicle, call 911 and stay inside 
until trained personnel can remove it. 

• Stay inside: If you are outside during high winds, find shelter 
immediately. Stay away from trees and power lines, and watch for 
flying debris. 

• Slow down: Keep a safe distance from vehicles in lanes next to you 
and watch for objects blowing across the road.”  
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Cal OES- Facebook 
 
To view County Emergency Management Agencies, visit  Planning & Preparedness | 
California Governor's Office of Emergency Services. 
 
 
American Red Cross  
 
American Red Cross Los Angeles Region 
1450 S Central Ave 
Los Angeles, CA 90021 
(310) 445-9908  
Los Angeles Region | California | American Red Cross 
  

Open Shelters:    
 

Ritchie Valens Recreation Center 
                      10736 Laurel Canyon Rd  

 Pacoima, CA 91331 
                         
Department of Transportation  
 
Caltrans: California Department of Transportation 
1120 N Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 654-2852 
California Department of Transportation | Caltrans  
Facebook: Caltrans   
Twitter: Caltrans  
 
 To view current road conditions, visit QuickMap (ca.gov).  
 
 
United Way/211 Information and Referrals Lines 
 
These information and referral lines may know of additional resources currently 
providing assistance, such as food pantries, clothing closets, emergency shelters, and 
agencies offering financial assistance.  Please dial 2-1-1 and provide your zip code and 
demographic information in order to receive referrals. Information can also be obtained 
at Call 211 for Essential Community Services | United Way 211. 
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
 
(800) 621-3362 
FEMA.gov 
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Please visit the website and click on “Disaster Declarations”. If a disaster is declared, 
please call to apply for assistance by phone, or visit: Individual Assistance | FEMA.gov 
to apply online. 
 
DisasterAssistance.gov 
 
Home | disasterassistance.gov 
Offers information about local resources for disasters, including: FEMA Disaster 
Recovery Centers (DRCs), Red Cross, food, shelter, state emergency management 
agencies, and hospital locators. 
To determine if individual disaster assistance is available through FEMA, please visit 
the website and enter the address. 
To locate your local state emergency management agency for disaster information and 
updates, please visit: Search Your Location | FEMA.gov 
 
American Red Cross National 
 
(800) 733-2767 
American Red Cross | Help Those Affected by Disasters 
 
National Weather Service 
 
Weather alerts by state are available at: Active Alerts (weather.gov). 
 
The Weather Channel 
 
Local forecasts and severe weather. Please call or visit the website to locate your local 
chapter and open shelters.  
National and Local Weather Radar, Daily Forecast, Hurricane and information from The 
Weather Channel and weather.com. 
 
Safe Travel USA 
 
SafeTravelUSA 
 
National Traffic And Road Closure Information 
 
National Traffic and Road Closure Information | Federal Highway Administration 
(dot.gov) 
 
 
Free Help Line 
 
Optum, a leading health and behavioral health services company, is offering a free 
emotional-support help line. 
 
The toll-free number, 866-447-3573, will be open Monday-Friday, 8am-8pm CST. The 
service is free of charge and open to anyone. Specially trained Optum mental health 
specialists help people manage their stress and anxiety so they can continue to address 
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their everyday needs. Callers may also receive referrals to community resources to help 
them with specific concerns, including financial and legal matters. 
 
Along with the toll-free help line, emotional-support resources and information are 
available online at https://www.liveandworkwell.com.  
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