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COUNT Y OF  SO NOM A  1 

 
Key Resources 
Local Studies, Strategies, Programs and Plans 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventories: 

• County of Sonoma Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report (2017, 2019, 2021) [2023], 
summarizes GHG emissions from municipal County Operations for three calendar years, 
discusses trends, and shows a business-as-usual projection to 2030, and a wedge analysis of 
the expected impacts of federal, state, and local actions to reduce GHG emissions. 

• Sonoma County Greenhouse Gas Inventory 2022 Update [2024], summarizes countywide 
GHG emissions for the 2022 calendar year, analyzes trends as compared to earlier 
countywide inventories prepared on a 2-year cycle, and also provides community inventories 
for each of the jurisdictions in Sonoma County, included the collected unincorporated areas 
of Sonoma County.  

County of Sonoma Carbon Stock Inventory and Potential Sequestration Study [2024], quantifies the 
carbon stored in different types of natural and working lands across Sonoma County, evaluates 
changes to Sonoma County carbon stocks between 2013 and 2022, quantifies the maximum suitable 
acreage where individual nature-based practices could be implemented, and how much additional 
carbon could be stored through these practices.  It also summarizes carbon stocks on County-owned 
lands. 

Building Energy Audits & Recommendations [2024], includes the results of detailed audits of energy 
systems and use at County facilities, and recommendations for energy and water efficiency upgrades, 
energy decarbonization, and renewable energy and storage. 

County of Sonoma Fleet Electrification Assessment [2024], analyzed the current County light-duty 
fleet composition and use, and the available EV models and costs, and recommended a fleet 
transition plan with pricing. 

Sonoma County Transit Zero Emission Bus Rollout Plan [SC Transit, 2023], described Sonoma 
County Transit’s plan to replace natural gas-fueled buses with electric buses, in compliance with the 
state’s Innovative Clean Transit regulation. 

Zero Waste Audit and Characterization Study [2023], analyzed the County’s municipal waste stream 
at 11 representative facility types and recommended actions to increase diversion and reduce 
landfilled waste. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GuvyUC0lYdI-osZ43dnBFUCroMTevJK0Yo9bMCH_Trvvw1VBamX5wKwyaiJOxEgm3h4Veyr_B_UfzYlcLktDuE7AdCDBmA5iKtZ2p22niWSopWXxxc6Hpj6IzhLybaoXRlN1AzVTRM-i7cat9A2nFwJZjXUjIkq8vS2KjfU6Stes7Cu2VJ09ThO4_s7ByzbbCFgCHyyNsn-4hTB4JmV51rle5WJuF6zE3LrAyrTL1UOhFPyKfz27V0QFk_ZEE9oyN-MaZVatN8M=&c=vMQOMDubTb5n5OnjIXbfQFb3ClsAZ9LOUHTqyuAMr-5agoUoi-tUnw==&ch=oJXwkCHRufXE4YXI0vAqHigNj4wWxMPK2QlC3HoBPkaa5yDyugDOZA==__;!!IJLa0CrXIHAf!QMLibTWAyxtPBneCK5Q8swCXUI7pZ4wEB41XNnJHRNWydQPJGl4iggtBQCHlhL6KSXriOtLBnzfbri9_3a1AaD4qrg5JsV-PN3gD$
https://rcpa.ca.gov/what-we-do/countywide-ghg-inventory/greenhouse-gas-inventory-2022/#:%7E:text=2022%20Inventory%20Overview,emissions%20of%203.09%20million%20MTCO2e.
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018InWf4jFJ4cr2KU4JYF2mc2hw7G2HIYpUrnhysrcTQcq7AS0GAp0uYAxqgbV4tpBJ989pycsa4MmDYq7hR16qlaFAdmDstwKKXjN8rKJJ96-YgHKJbk8dTOWmgQNH0m4iOFWgJjA9pLzbX1eGI2JPh2veTUtJf-6rb8bZgqhOzVPuiuL_78Ali31z_p2sxLY1HSYbmaY29fqFop7d9OOF4y8rn71ZioYaF4phURpNsTdyTEheqDGzBy9M6qYlcroAClkCHNoGHg=&c=DHJKOkkJRBuWrLs-9wE3yykHQEhoFE3ZIgqVp4S4cR4QhCW0GZTwng==&ch=mHGR_EKrwlBKUD3Pm58TpcJHPo22mK1k6ZkGAgjI_dgzIIaibn8XbA==__;!!IJLa0CrXIHAf!SSDYmbNJVdm6K-lEMwKuGfv-6-Q-aU3TFzETBBBil1TwLodmoG44gZ84bC1NGUbNSsIxsRB1j2C4noE8jksBxvxvEqiRWpc-z9vv$
https://sonoma-county.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6664595&GUID=43C2B4AD-CBEB-45E1-9EE7-5B69E414FD03
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/sctransit.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Sonoma-County-Transit-Zero-Emission-Bus-Rollout-Plan.pdf
https://sonoma-county.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6358255&GUID=EFA7A076-148F-4055-9876-B33CCFCEFB16
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Sonoma Water Climate Adaptation Plan [2021], guides Sonoma Water in prioritizing and allocating 
resources towards practices and projects that will improve the resiliency of its operations and 
facilities to climate variability and change. 

Sonoma County Climate Resilient Lands Strategy [2023], provides structure and guidance to 
climate-related efforts throughout the county, with a focus on natural and working lands. 

Sonoma County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan [2021], assesses hazard vulnerabilities 
and identifies potential mitigation actions each jurisdiction will pursue in order to reduce the level of 
injury, property damage, and community disruption that might otherwise result from such events. 

 

Wildfire Resilience Planning & Support: 

• Center for Law, Energy, & the Environment: Priorities for Sonoma County’s Vegetation 
Management Funds [2021], outlines priorities and strategies to invest vegetation 
management funding efficiently and effectively and leverage the funds into long-term 
investments and sustainable practices. 

• Sonoma County Community Wildfire Protection Plan [CWPP, 2023], incorporated by 
reference into the Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan, it enhances efforts to protect 
communities, watersheds, and other at-risk lands from catastrophic wildfire events. 

• Sonoma County CWPP Hubsite [2023], is a website used to inform and collect feedback on 
the County’s efforts to update the plan. It is also a resource for County residents to look at 
Story Maps, Risk Indexes, and to submit any fire mitigation and hazard reduction projects. 
The site also provides educational resources from partnering agencies on wildfire 
preparedness. 

• Sonoma County Wildfire Resilience Planner [2023], combines science and spatial data with 
guidance from Sonoma County’s experts to identify locations where the reduction of fuels 
will best protect lives and property, critical infrastructure, ecosystem services, and 
biodiversity. 

• Sonoma County Vegetation Management Grant Program [2021-2024], provides resources 
and grant funding for vegetation management in areas at high-risk of wildfire. 

• Wildfire Fuel Mapper [2021], supports landowners and managers in locating and 
understanding fire hazards on their land, providing users with a set of tools, maps, resources, 
and information to help residents and land managers reduce fire fuel hazard. 

• University of California Cooperative Extension (UCCE) Sonoma County: Fire Resources, 
provides maps, evacuation and recovery information, and additional resources for farmers 
and others to plan and prepare for wildfires. 

Ag + Open Space: Vital Lands Initiative [2021], is a long-range comprehensive plan to prioritize the 
land conservation activities (including planning, acquisition, and ongoing stewardship) of the Sonoma 
County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District (Ag + Open Space) through 2031. 

https://www.sonomawater.org/climate
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/sonomacounty.ca.gov/Main%20County%20Site/Administrative%20Support%20%26%20Fiscal%20Services/CAO/Documents/Climate%20Action%20and%20Resiliency/FINAL_SonomaClimateResilientLandsStrategy_Critical_Concept_rem.pdf
https://permitsonoma.org/hazard-mitigation
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/research/clee/research/climate/california-climate-action/priorities-for-sonoma-countys-vegetation-management-funds/
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/research/clee/research/climate/california-climate-action/priorities-for-sonoma-countys-vegetation-management-funds/
https://permitsonoma.org/Microsites/Permit%20Sonoma/Documents/Long%20Range%20Plans/Sonoma%20County%20CWPP/20230509%20BOS%20APPROVED%20STAMPED%20Sonoma%20County%20Community%20Wildfire%20Protection%20Plan%202023%20Update.pdf
https://sonoma-county-cwpp-hub-site-sonomacounty.hub.arcgis.com/
https://sonoma.resilienceplanner.org/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/our-impact/vegmanagement/?locale=en
https://wildfirefuelmapper.org/index.html
https://cesonoma.ucanr.edu/Disaster_Resources/Fire/
https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/wp-content/uploads/FINAL-VLI-FULL-REPORT-01.26.2021.pdf
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Ag + Open Space: Healthy Lands & Healthy Economies [2018], an exploration of the multiple 
benefits and economic values that we derive from land conservation – including clean water for 
people and wildlife, resiliency to climate change and extreme events, and community health. 

Sonoma County Climate Mobilization Strategy [2021], outlines 13 countywide actions under local 
authority that have the potential to significantly reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2030. 

Sonoma County Moving Forward 2050 [2021], a comprehensive transportation plan connecting 
people and places to transition the Sonoma County transportation network to zero-emissions by 
2050. 

Sonoma County Transit Integration & Efficiency Study [2019], identifies opportunities to coordinate 
or integrate many aspects of providing transit service among the three local bus transit providers in 
Sonoma County. 

Sonoma County Integrated Transit Service Planning Study [2024], focuses on corridors where transit 
routes overlap in Sonoma County, further schedule and transfer coordination, as well as regional 
connections, to increase the efficiency of delivering high-quality transit service and maximize the use 
of limited resources through integrated multi-agency service planning. 

 

Regional Studies, Strategies, Programs and Plans 

Bay Adapt Regional Strategy for a Rising Bay [2021 & ongoing], a platform establishing regional 
agreement on the actions necessary to protect people and the natural and built environment from 
rising sea levels, includes guidelines for sea level rise adaptation planning, a draft One Bay Vision, and 
draft guidelines for shoreline resiliency plans throughout the Bay, and an online mapping tool that 
knits together the guidelines and adaptation strategies. 

Bay Area Regional Priority Climate Action Plan [2024], includes a GHG emissions inventory the Bay 
Area region for 2022, and priority GHG reduction measures for two sectors: passenger vehicles and 
residential buildings. 

Plan Bay Area 2050 [2021], is the region’s long-range strategic plan comprised of 35 strategies across 
the elements of housing, the economy, transportation, and the environment, founded on multiple 
cycles of meticulous analysis and rigorous public engagement. 

Resilient Bay Area [ongoing], a project of the Bay Area Regional Collaborative working with partners 
and stakeholders from across the Bay Area region to develop a Regional Multi-Hazard Adaptation 
Plan that supports the deployment of effective planning approaches and equitable, multi-benefit 
climate adaptation projects. 

North Coast Resilience Plan [2022], represents a shared vision for watershed, fireshed, forest, and 
community resilience in the North Coast region of California, guided by and aligned with the goals 
and objectives of Tribal, federal, state, regional, and local plans. 

https://www.sonomaopenspace.org/wp-content/uploads/HLHE-Sonoma-Report-Ag-Open-Space-lores-1.pdf
https://rcpa.ca.gov/what-we-do/sonoma-climate-mobilization/
https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/SCTA-CTP21_v8.pdf
https://scta.ca.gov/library-archive/#toggle-id-13
https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Integrated-Transit-Plan-Final-Report-Rev-061324.pdf
https://www.bayadapt.org/about/
https://www.baaqmd.gov/plans-and-climate/climate-planning/bay-area-regional-climate-action-planning-initiative
https://planbayarea.org/finalplan2050
https://barc.ca.gov/our-work/resilient-bay-area
https://northcoastresourcepartnership.org/resilience-plan/overview/
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State Studies, Strategies, Programs and Plans 

Cap and Trade Program, a system in which power plants, refineries, and other large facilities buy and 
sell greenhouse gas emissions allowances to meet overall emissions limitations set by the California 
Air Resources Board (CARB). 

Climate Change Scoping Plan to Achieve Carbon Neutrality [2022], California’s comprehensive plan 
outlining the state’s approach to achieving its greenhouse gas emission reduction targets, including 
SB 32’s goal of reducing emissions 40% below 1990 levels by 2030, and achieving carbon neutrality 
by 2045. 

Renewables Portfolio Standard [2018], California’s statewide requirement that electricity providers 
procure energy from certain renewable sources—33% of total electricity by 2020, and 60% of total 
electricity by 2030. 

Low Carbon Fuel Standard [2018], a program requiring transportation fuel producers to reduce the 
greenhouse gas emissions intensity of their products, from extraction to refining and end use. 

Advanced Clean Cars Program [2022], which supports Governor Newsom’s Executive Order (N-79-
20) goal that 100% of in-state sales of new passenger cars and trucks will be zero emission by 2035 by 
reducing greenhouse gas and smog-causing pollutant emissions from California cars, including 
vehicle performance standards and manufacturer requirements. 

Advanced Clean Fleets Program [2023], which supports Governor Newsom’s Executive Order (N-79-
20) goal that 100% of medium and heavy-duty vehicles will zero emission by 2045, by requiring fleets 
that are well-suited for electrification to reduce emissions through requirements to phase-in the use 
of Zero-Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) for targeted fleets, and requirements that manufacturers only 
manufacture ZEV trucks starting in the 2036 model year. 

Innovative Clean Transit Program [2018], that requires all public transit agencies to gradually reduce 
fleet vehicle tailpipe emissions and encourages them to provide innovative first and last-mile 
connectivity and improved mobility for transit riders. 

Green Building Standards [2022], a program to reduce the energy use of California buildings, 
including energy efficiency standards for new construction and retrofits for existing buildings. 

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, a program allocating proceeds from cap-and-trade auctions to 
support investments and projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions throughout California. 

Emissions performance standards for In-Use Off-Road Engines and Portable Equipment, and zero 
emission requirements for Small Off-Road Engines. 

Organic Waste Recovery (SB 1383, Lara), requirements to divert 75% of organic waste from the 
landfill waste stream to composting, and rescue at least 20% of currently disposed surplus food, by 
2025. 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/cap-and-trade-program
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ab-32-climate-change-scoping-plan
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-portfolio-standard
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/low-carbon-fuel-standard
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-cars-program
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-fleets
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/innovative-clean-transit
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/building-standards/calgreen
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/california-climate-investments/california-climate-investments-funded-programs
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/offroadzone/pdfs/offroad_booklet.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/offroadzone/pdfs/offroad_booklet.pdf
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/
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Natural and Working Lands Climate Smart Strategy [2022], which identifies priority nature-based 
solutions to deliver climate benefits across all of California’s diverse landscapes and guides State 
programs and investments. 

California Climate Adaptation Strategy [2021], that links together the state’s existing and planned 
climate adaptation efforts, organized around outcome-based priorities, enabling a coordinated, 
integrated approach to achieve California’s six climate resilience priorities and build climate 
resilience. 

Nature-based Solutions Climate Targets [2024], adopted pursuant to AB 1757 (C. Garcia, 2022), 
include nature-based solutions climate targets for 2030, 2038, and 2045 that contribute to 
California’s goals of achieving carbon neutrality no later than 2045 and protecting Californians 
from the climate crisis. 

California Forest Carbon Plan [2018], which lays out recommended actions to achieve healthy 
and resilient forests, the state’s the largest land-based carbon stock, based on current 
understanding about California’s forests and how climate change will evolve in California.  

Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan [2021], to strategically accelerate efforts to: restore the 
health and resilience of California forests, grasslands and natural places; improve the fire safety of 
communities; and sustain the economic vitality of rural forested areas. 

Pathways to 30x30 [2024], which supports Governor Newsom’s Executive Order (N-82-20), 
committing California to a goal of conserving 30% of its lands and coastal waters by 2030 (30x30). 

Strategic Plan to Protect California’s Coast and Ocean 2020-2025, provides a roadmap for 
protecting and adapting these resources in the face of sea-level rise, ocean acidification and 
hypoxia, ocean warming, and other climate-driven stressors. 

Water Resilience Portfolio [2020], a roadmap to building water resilience through a diverse set of 
actions that will prepare California’s water systems to support our growing state in a warmer, more 
variable climate.  

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresources.ca.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FCNRA-Website%2FFiles%2FInitiatives%2FExpanding-Nature-Based-Solutions%2FCNRA-Report-2022---Final_Accessible.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CCNRA.WebsiteSupport%40resources.ca.gov%7C01e04ad0c18348b9448e08dc5f3a6173%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638489951545913330%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3lkgw228%2F9085gb9PMMOTbcQdkzrNryT5inrH3dHV9M%3D&reserved=0
https://climateresilience.ca.gov/overview/index.html
https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/Initiatives/Expanding-Nature-Based-Solutions/Californias-NBS-Climate-Targets-2024.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2019-01/California-Forest-Carbon-Plan-Final-Draft-for-Public-Release-May-2018.pdf
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/californiawildfireandforestresilienceactionplan.pdf
https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/Initiatives/30-by-30/Final_Pathwaysto30x30_042022_508.pdf
https://opc.ca.gov/webmaster/ftp/pdf/agenda_items/20200226/OPC-2020-2025-Strategic-Plan-FINAL-20200228.pdf
https://resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/California-Water-Resilience-Portfolio
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